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OCTOBER 1944 No. 


Old Stuff? 


WHAT YOU THINK 


Robin Hood, King Arthur, Ulysses. Heidi, 
Pinocchio, Bambi. Gulliver, Munchausen, 
Robinson Crusoe. Topsy, Johnny Crow, Clever 
Bill. March, Black Beauty, Tom Sawyer, 
Doctor Dolittle, The Golden Goose. Old stuff, 
indeed! 


She was cute little trick cotton 
dress and little pig tails sticking aft who said 
such woebegone voice, never told 
Cinderella.” never had. thought every- 
body knew Cinderella. hadn’t occurred 
that there had first time. Why, 
feel had been born knowing The Little 
Red Hen, Jack and the Bean Stalk and Jack 
the Killer, but yes, there must have been 
first time. 


started out write nice sweet story 
about books. The more thought the idea 
the more knew had clean” and 
tell what’s worrying me. For frankly, 
worried. worried about all these bright 
kids ours growing not knowing all the 
folks they should know, the book folks, For 
knowing literature like knowing common 
language. once told Czechoslovakian story 
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first grade. There was child the class 
who had just come from Czechoslovakia. She 
knew English BUT she recognized the story 
was telling because she recognized the name 
the character the story. The next day 
she brought her old reading book school 
and showed the story her teacher. Yes, 
knowing book folks like knowing common 
language. What are doing about today? 


Twenty years ago had State lists and 
required reading. used give reading 
credits and gold stars children had read 
many books from the list. Pretty dull read- 
ing was too, some it, but the list 
were also many good books. And the children 
did get acquainted. Twenty years ago there 
were poets.” The children learned 
poetry. Why, can still remember the poems 
learned when young, and doubt, can 
you. Not great poetry, perhaps, “Stand the 
ground you own brave” and “The Owl 
and the pussy cat went sea” but there 
fun someway just the knowing. few 
years ago drove car every day some dis- 


the Plandome Road School, Manhasset, 
Y., and author Our Library (Day). 
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tance. used amuse myself chanting, 
“But there was road Winchester town, 
good broad highway leading down.” was 
pleased with knowledge, and yet didn’t 
tie with another thing mind. Just 


fun knowing. 


Well, times changed. Social studies came 
along. And nice change was, the whole. 
Suddenly, things became alive. Children got 
interested school. They liked doing things. 
They liked airplanes, science, 
things. But someway, the poetry was left out, 
unless had with trains, and such. 
unless the teacher happened love 
The children read more books than ever before 
BUT many the world’s great books, 
and new, just got overlooked because they 
didn’t fit in. And because the pupils were 
busy school with band, gym, science, art, 
domestic science, and social studies. And out 
school with mowing lawns, scouts, music 
lessons, dancing, and movies. 


And suddenly, you but stop think, 
realize, without tests that are given 
every often, that many our bright chil- 
dren are growing not knowing myths, Bible 
stories, folk tales, classics, and the best 
modern books. They read, but they read un- 
discriminatingly, all one subject. 
isn’t the fault the young people. our 
fault. have said, and rightly, that 
through the first six grades the main thing 
get the child interested reading. But, 
know good books when see them, help the 
child bit more choosy, know why 
likes book, why doesn’t. should 
allowed the privilege not liking Alice 
Wonderland wishes. But should 
introduced it. Even who isn’t 
born reader can grow knowing the best 
books someone will guide him. can’t 
alone. 
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like think that grownups are 
necessary this world, though sometimes 
wonder. But here are books, many good books, 
old and new. Here are our children, bright and 
shining, eager and easily influenced. They 
have confidence us. are the ones who 
can make that contact that causes spark 
fly when children and books come together. 
Our enthusiasm for Mary Poppins and Doctor 
Dolittle; our love for The Wind The Wil- 
lows and Good Master and Oak Tree House; 
our knowledge Colum’s Odysseus and Pyle’s 
Robin Hood and Gulliver’s Travels can bring 
children these things and arouse their en- 
thusiasm. Truly, world war, books are 
fun, and even messy world children are 
just the same. The combination that work 
with, children and books, just can’t beaten 
anywhere. And what are doing about it? 


Someone has said that there are two types 
writing children do: writing tell some- 
thing and creative writing just express 
themselves. Now, figure reading pretty 
much like that too. Today there are two types 
reading: reading for practice and knowledge, 
and reading have happier and healthier 
mind. These days use many, many books, 
ordinary books too, many them, books with 
spark inspiration the writing them, 
written order, you might say, provide 
Books 
about trains, airplanes, apartment living for 
the city child, about pets, about clothing, and 
about other countries, Most these books 
were written with very wide open eye 
the schools. They weren’t written someone 
who had a'story was just burning tell. 
much being old fashioned and con- 
servative, resent these made order books, 
must admit couldn’t keep house 
library without them. Therein lies the danger. 
Don’t forget sometimes that perhaps 
can provide reading experience that 
more vital but know our books? 


the child with reading experience. 


forget watch out for that book South 
America that not only gives the background 
are after, but also valid piece litera- 
ture, has real characters well real back- 
ground? have eye out for values 
will choose the book that has quality. And 
try hard enough can find it. 


Some books need bit background be- 
fore they can appreciated. That where 
come in. once took fifty 6th graders 
see Richard spent days before going, 
reading about the play, reading parts the 
play, learning about the characters, the actors 
who played the parts. The children got lot 
out the play, young they were, and 
bet they never forgot it. The parents one 
the children went later see the play. 
When they came home night, the little girl 
sleepily asked her parents, you enjoy it?” 
replied the mother, “but must admit 
there were some parts didn’t understand.” 
course, you didn’t have background,” 
said the child her mother who was Vassar 
and her father who was Groton and Yale. 
She had something there. There are some 
books fine, like The Bastable Children and 
Gayneck, different, that the teacher often 
needs read the book aloud that the class 
may appreciate together. shall never for- 
get the children who became enthusiastic 
over Colum’s Odysseus that they actually took 
never have the teacher had not brought 
them. 


There are many books that children 
should enjoy before they are actually able 
read them. always think Just Stories 
this way, and perhaps even The Jungle Book. 
Certainly Rikki-Tikki-Tavi should known 
every child. the time the child able 
read them himself bit beyond the 
age enjoy them childish way, and not 
quite old enough enjoy them adult 
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poetry, perhaps less known both 
teachers and children than other forms 
literature. Many teachers are frightened it, 
and many children grow not knowing 
Fyleman, Milne, and Rossetti, and even 
Stevenson. Poetry should brought chil- 
dren while they are young, and there are 
many nice collections that should every 
teacher’s desk. Perhaps teachers young 
children find most useful The Golden Flute, 
Rainbow the Home Book Verse 
for Young Folks. 


Children should allowed freedom 
choose books for themselves, given time 
browse around, dip here and there. But 
must put their disposal the best books 
choose from. Children’s reading tastes are 
formed when they are young. don’t worry 
about Norma who has read every good book 
library. No, not even when she tells 
her favorite book Elsie Dinsmore, which 
her mother has whole set. 


With all the fine new picture books, Lentil, 
Make Way for Many Moons, 
Count Your Chicks, Little Toot, 
Mother’s House, Mike and His 
Steam Shovel, and the lovely new Christmas 
story Lullaby, are likely forget (or worse 
yet, think “old stuff”) Crow’s 
Garden, Aunt Green, Aunt Brown and Aunt 
Lavendar, The Caldecott Book, Millions 
Cats. 

must recognize that interest 
mystery stories natural, but must 
find for him the good ones, the Chapman 
mysteries, the Pease Sea mysteries, Smith’s 
books and the two Noel Streatfeild, Three 
and Pigeon, and others value. 


must also help the child who reads 
one subject alone. There are few children 
don’t need worry about along that line. 
Take Toady, for instance. first remember 
him connection with his interest, absorbing 
interest, cave men. Nothing but cave men. 
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Then was Ireland that took his fancy. 
read everything from fact fantasy. And 
then came Presidents. said, “You see, 
might want President some day and 
ought know about them.” But the next 
thing knew wanted books railroads. 
think this going last,” told me, “for 
you can learn lot from trains.” But the 
next thing knew Toady wanted books the 
navy. always wait with interest see what 
comes next. Now Toady very special boy. 
gets off subject himself. But there 
the child who can never get away from 
fairy tales, dog stories, horse stories. 
read Cinders, that lovely horse story,” 
“How about Who Rides The Dark?” 
“The Boy With Pack, that about horses 
and dogs, but far more than that, 
good story about people besides.” Black Stal- 
lion, Silver Saddles, Salute are all wonderful 
horse stories, but also good boy stories. 


Lovers fantasy should introduced 
Mary Poppins, Doctor Fog Magic, 
Nathaniel’s Witch. 


The boy who isn’t much reader will 
fali for Paul, Pecos Bi'l, The Peterkin 
Papers (yes will!) and and Again and 
Howard Pyle’s Wonder Clock. 


The girl who wants touch romance 
will find Joan and Michael, and 
Daughter, Separate Star, and Meggy 

Those cute little girls who are just taking 
reading big way will love Mrs. Wilder’s 
books and those Mabel Leigh Hunt and 
Elizabeth Coatsworth. Little House the 
Big Woods, Benjy’s Hat, Alice All Herself, 
Trudy and the Tree House, Relief’s Rocker 
everyday story” said infinitesimal one.) 


Your bigger boys, not ready for romance, 
will eat Mysterious Island and Twenty 
Thousand Leagues under the Sea, and even 
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Michael Strogoff, “the bloodiest and the best 
book ever read,” and all John Tunis’ 
sport books which are far more than just 
sports. 

Stories about other countries are de- 
mand now, for study schools well 
give child understanding and tolerance. And 
choosing, one should choose the best. For- 
gotten Finca, new one, honey book, 
with background Panama and the fore- 
ground, real children. Snow Treasure, that 
exciting story the Norwegian children who 
saved their country’s gold from the Nazis. 
Stranger Primrose Lane, well character- 
ized that the very plot hinges the character 
those children. course, Little Pear and 
The Questions Fu, Silk and Satin Lane, 
the story the little Chinese tomboy. Francie 
the Run with those lovely Irish children. 
There are many books today about other 
countries that must careful lest get 
one that cause children say, one boy 
said me, “It’s bit boring, isn’t it?” 


Wild animal stories galore, and yet some 
good, and some not good. Safari, 
Panther, Jambi the Elephant. Gayneck for 
the boys who raise pigeons; Gift the Forest, 
that lovely story India, and the boy with 
the tiger pet, story bravery and philosophy 
and faith. 

Stories our country, yesterday. Two 
Logs Crossing, that moving story, truly 
American, lovely story read aloud 
Rebel Siege, good 
revolutionary war story have ever read, 
beautiful language, swift moving, full ex- 
citement. Tremain, the Newbery 
medal book, and worthy, another revolutionary 
war story with much think about. 
Roller Skates, appreciated most, perhaps, 
the twelve-year-old girls, and its sequel, Year 
Jubilee. Henner’s Lydia, Stormy Canvas, 
High Prairie, Haym Salomon, Pictures 
America, all them. 
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American children today are popular 
stories, and there are some really excellent 
books: The Moffats, The Saturdays, Homer 
Price, taken along with Tom Sawyer 
and Huck Finn. 


youngster from the third grade came 
ask would come his class and tell 
them about How had such young 
children become interested was 
curious. seems someone had brought book 
from home, and someone had said, “It’s 
came the question, “What 
classic?” Not easy talk about third 
grade level. But this was wonderful class 
and remarkable teacher. discussed what 
makes books live, and talked about some the 
newer books thought would live. dis- 
cussed Nancy Drew mysteries and Bobbsey 
Twins. Were they honest? Did the people 
them seem real? Did think they were well 
written? No, even the children could see that. 
The children decided have exhibit the 
library books that they thought were 
would classics. was nice exhibit, and 
brought out great deal class, discussion 
the value certain books, whether they 
belonged the exhibit, and on. The book 
jackets the were displayed the 
bulletin board. The books were display. 
Then this third grade invited other grades 
the library hear about these good books. 
was very successful adventure and bene- 


fited all. 


Now what that makes some books 
good and some bad? How will recognize 
books worth give our children? There are 
many books being published today 
not easy thing separate them, and yet 
can the watch. There are many 
good books would shame have the 
mediocre. 


May Lamberton Becker says there are three 
tests good book: vitality, and 
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technique that adequate.” have found 
those tests helpful. the author honest his 
purpose? true the truth? Does be- 
lieve what writes? Are the people the 
story alive, real, consistent themselves? the 
background real? And then, can the author 
write keeping with her subject? Does she 
write down children, does she make her 
subject dull? 


Obviously, books must contain all kinds 
people, good and bad. All the characters 
can’t good. But children whose taste has 
not been spoiled cheap and second-rate 
stories will distinguish the bad from the good. 
The child who reads good literature cannot 
get harm from the occasional comic cheap 
book. well fortified. The heroine 
hero who untrue life, like Nancy Drew 
with her high powered motor cars and yachts, 
not the one for the children read about. 
The child who has read good things quick 
see the falsity the bad. 


Alex has read many books, almost every- 
thing library, sometimes seems. 
have only suggest, and tries. won- 
derful customer. asked him, only recently, 
read The Wind the Willows. was 
curious would like it. When finished 
said, his enthusiastic way, “It was 
solid, boy! you know why liked it? 
Because was, oh, such cozy book.” Let’s 
not afraid give cozy books our chil- 
dren. 


brought Fog Magic school the minute 
was published. had read and loved it, 
but thought “It for the special child.” 
And had girl mind, sort poetic 
child who read much. the way met 
teacher who seeing asked she might read 
her fifth grade. harm trying. few 
days later, little Negro girl from the class 
asked had another copy Fog Magic. 
She said she wanted read herself too. 
was surprised, for the child had back- 
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ground all. said, “You like it. Why?” 
makes such pretty pictures 
head,” she replied. 


all this world books today, good 


bad books, indifferent books, have the power 
choose, help our children read only the 
best. Perhaps have have our books about 
things, about engineers and flying, and 
books, but there comes time when can 
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Aunt Green, Aunt Brown, Aunt Lavendar Elsa 
Beskow. 

The Caldecott Picture Books. Warne. 

Millions Cats Wanda Gag. Coward 

Maristan Chapman Mysteries: many titles. Appleton. 

Howard Pease Sea Mysteries: many titles. Doubleday. 

S..S. Smith’s Mysteries: many titles. 


And Pigeon Kitty Barne. Dodd. 


Secret The Lodge Noel Streatfeild. Random. 


Primrose Lane Noel Streatfeild. Random, 


Cinders Katharine Gibson. Longmans. 

Who Rides the Dark Stephen Meader. Harcourt. 
The Boy with Pack Stephen Meader. Harcourt. 
Black Stallion Walter Farley. Random. 


help them choose the best. must Saddles Covelle Newcomb. Longmans. 


them choose books that pretty pictures 
their heads,” that when they are old and 
petrified mind are, they have richer 
things think about and more hand down 
their children. 


“make the mind pleasant place 


Salute Anderson. Macmillan. 

Fog Magic Julia Sauer. Viking. 

Witch Katharine Gibson. Longmans. 
Ol’ Paul Glen Rounds. Holiday. 

Pecos Bill Bowman and Bianco. Whitman. 
Peterkin Papers Lucretia Hale. Houghton. 

and Again Walter Brooks. Knopf. 
Wonder Clock Howard Pyle. Harper. 

Joan and Michael Martin Gale. Viking. 


“Barrie And Daughter Caudill. Viking. 


which spend one’s leisure,” should our Star Loula Erdman. Longsmans. 


aim for our children’s reading. 


BOOKS MENTIONED 


Elizabeh Gray. Doubleday. 

Little House The Big Woods Laura Wilder. 

Benjy’s Hat Mabel Leigh Hunt, Scribner. 

Alice All Herself Elizabeth Coatsworth. Mac- 


Alice Wonderland Lewis Carroll. Many editions. and the Tree House Elizabeth Coatsworth. 


Mary Poppins Travers. Reynal Hitchcock. 

Story Doctor Dolittle Hugh Lofting. Stokes. 

The Wind the Willows Kenneth Graham. Scrib- 
ner. 

The Good Master Kate Seredy. Viking. 

Oak Tree House Katherine Gibson. Longmans. 

Odysseus Padraic Colum. Macmillan. 

Gulliver’s Travels Swift. Macmillan. 

Robin Hood Howard Pyle. Harper. 

The Bastable Children Nesbit. Scribner. 

Gayneck Dhan Mukerji. Dutton. 

Just Stories Rudyard Kipling. Doubleday. 

Jungle Book Rudyard Kipling. Doubleday. 

Fairies and Chimneys Rose Fyleman. Doubleday. 

When Were Very Young Milne. Dutton. 

Sing Song Christina Rossetti. Macmillan. 

Child’s Garden Verses Robert Stevenson. 

The Golden Flute Hubbard and Babbitt. Reynal. 

Rainbow The Sky Louis Untermeyer. Harcourt. 

Home Book Verse for Young Folks Burton 
Stevenson. 


Make Way for Ducklings Robert McCloskey. Vik- 
ing. 

Many Moons James Thurber. Harcourt. 

Don’t Count Your Chicks D’Aulaire. Doubleday. 

Little Toot Hardi Gramatky. Putnam. 

House Ann Clark. Viking. 


Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel Virginia Bur- 


ton. Houghton. 
Lullaby Josephine Bernhard. Roy. 
Crow’s Garden Leslie Brooks. Warne. 


Macmillan. 
Relief’s Rocker Alice Dalgliesh. Scribner. 
Mysterious Island Jules Verne. Scribner. 

Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea Jules 

Verne. Scribner. 

Michael Strogoff Jules Verne. Scribner. 

Forgotten Finca Christina Von Hagen. Nelson. 

Snow Treasure Marie McSwigan. Dutton. 

Little Pear Eleanor Lattimore. Harcourt. 

The Questions Eleanor Lattimore. Har- 
court. 

Francie the Run Hilda Von Stockum. Viking. 

Silk and Satin Lane Esther Wood. Longmans. 

Safari Theodore Waldeck. Viking. 

Jambi The Elephant Theodore Waldeck. Viking. 

White Panther Theodore Waldeck. Viking. 

Gift the Forest Singh and Long- 
mans. 

Rebel Siege Jim Holiday. 

Tremain Esther Forbes. Houghton. 

Roller Skates Ruth Sawyer. Viking. 

The Year Jubilee Ruth Sawyer. Viking. 

Henner’s Lydia Alice Dalgliesh. Doubleday. 

Stormg Canvas Armstrong Sperry. Winston. 

Haym Salomon Howard Fast. Messner. 

High Prairie Walter Havighurst. Farrar. 

The Moffats Eleanor Estes. Harcourt. 

The Saturdays Elizabeth Enright. Farrar. 

Homer Price Robert McCloskey. Viking. 

Tom Sawyer Mark Twain. Harper. 

Huckleberry Finn Mark Twain. Harper. 

Rookie The Year John Tunis. Harcourt. 

American John Tunis. 

Keystone Kids John Tunis, Harcourt. 
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Yes, certainly they can, and will, the 
literature them good story, and they 
have sufficient time and enough freedom 
indulge free play their heart’s content. 
For such high-sounding phrase 
ing literature” means only expressing what 
one feels, and free play any level means 
only opportunity experiment. 


Let start then with the assumption that 
the teacher going free; that she will 
not hampered prescribed list books, 
and that one will tell her how many min- 
utes day she must devote this that. Let 
also assume that the social studies program 
the school rich with suggested material 
about people and their folklore; that de- 
signed, not teach children certain sequence 
historical facts, but help them learn 
where people live, what they do, why they 
it, and how their actions affect others. 
this true there will many chances. for 
children experiment expressing what 
they think and feel about these people through 
free play, rhythm, music, dance, story-telling, 
drawing, painting, modelling, singing, panto- 
mime, puppetry, plays, choric speaking, writ- 
ing, and conversation. 


This does not suggest, however, that all 
literature must that there 


some mischance was pushed many years ago 
into that Land” administration. Conse- 
quently, would have lost much the joy and inspira- 
tion teaching were not for many persons with 
whom has been privilege work—rare souls 
who have never lost touch with childhood. The list 
would long. can only mention here those for 
whom have been reporting: Louise Guernsey, Julia 
Mason, Edwina Deans, May Thomas, Mabel Smith, 
Edith Edmonds and Gretchen Collins. 


Can Children Interpret 
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not place for the incidental, that which 
presented either teacher child merely 
because beloved appropriate. 


How often hear said, chil- 
dren not like poetry.” very sure then 
that the adult who speaking does not enjoy 
poetry and does not know how read 
aloud. know that the baby the cradle 
responds the rhythm the nursery rhyme, 
the pre-school child begs for Mother Goose, 
children primary age never seem tire 
Winnie the Pooh, ballads will hold those 
intermediate age enthralled, and now that 
have thrown off the shackles elocution, 
older children are finding that they can repeat 
words that reveal the soul with much joy 
they can dance sing. Encouraged ex- 
press their own thought and feeling, without 
any reference rhyme, except forget it, 
children’s poetic expression becomes both mov- 
ing and revealing. One child third grade, 
filled over-flowing with the beauty and 
rhythm wrote: 

walked beautiful wood one morn 
clear and sparkling brook, 
stopped listen the trickling water 
And the sound the wind the trees 
heard-a soft tread the rustling leaves 
Something was moving the forest 
there 

Soft brown eyes through the bushes peered 

sure danger was lurking near. 

Then came deer with little fawn 

get drink, the early dawn— 
Just then twig broke, know not how, 
flash they whirled 
And was alone.” 
the Central School, Glencoe, 
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Only few artist teachers, expressing 
their own creativeness through the release 
little children, have seemed sense the value 
spontaneous bodily response means 
interpretation. yes, know all the 
myriad schools dance and rhythm, but far 
too many them have pattern for children 
follow. They are still saying, “Here! 
Watch! This the way it.” Only here 
and there catch the beauty what chil- 
dren really want say, when they speak with 
freedom through bodies filled with music and 
minds free imagine. Kindergarten children, 
whose imaginations have been stimulated 
well loved stories told again and again, and 
whose éars are attuned the rhythm beau- 
tiful music, will dance these stories freely 
and gaily leaves the autumn wind. 
only when say, “No, don’t like that. 
Follow me,” that they become stiff, awkward, 
and conscious themselves. 


group third grade children were 
allowed use the first half hour more each 
afternoon for dramatic play. Since the room 
was large, and there was adjacent work 
room and hall, several groups could play 
once. The only regulation was that must 
well-planned and orderly. deteriorated 
into meaningless squabbles and arguments, 
was called off, until the next day. The 
teacher, believing that her part had been done 
when day day and week week she sup- 
plied the children with reading rich drama- 
tic possibilities, withdrew far 
from the scene action, remaining on-call 
were. Scenery and costumes were evolved 
from the wherewithall hand, but they were 
ingenious and original, sometimes fearful 
and wonderful behold. Throughout the 
year one childlike dramatization followed an- 
other. Discussions and frank 
brought continued improvement, but the desire 
for audience never made itself felt until 
the very last. Then with great “secrecy” 
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the children planned elaborate “surprise” 
for their teacher. “Sleeping Beauty” was pre- 
sented and for the finale the page appeared, 
carrying pillow beautiful bouquet 
which, kneeling, offered the teacher. Im- 
mediately there was great clamor present 
again, that same morning, the other 
third grade the school. This was done most 
happily for all concerned. The same ritual 
was followed the end, only this time the 
flowers were presented old cracked white 
pitcher, found knew not where, and leak- 
ing mightily. The precious bouquet was not 


fourth grade, where colorful stories 
and the free play which they inspired were the 
children’s daily fare, ““Andy and the Lion” 
soon emerged the children’s favorite story. 
They never seemed tire playing it, add- 
ing new scenes each day playing old ones 
different ways. Finally, they began ask 
show their scenes others, invite someone 
have assembly. They were asked 
they thought that children who had not 
read the book would understand what they 
were trying tell; how long they thought 
would take present all those scattered 
scenes which they took such delight, and 
what plans they had about costumes and 
scenery? Such questions these gave them 
pause and the ensuing discussions helped them 
see the difference between the dramatic 
play which they had enjoyed themselves and 
the interpretation their story others 
their own acting. Discussions were planned 
sustain their enthusiasm during the painful 
process clipping and pruning, but also 
arouse awareness their obligation their 
audience. The completely charming presenta- 
tion that grew out this held the entire 
primary spellbound. The children had changed 
parts continually, there were set lines. 
When they gave their play the assembly 
different children took the same part the 
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different scenes. The costuming this play 
was paramount importance. The long 
school hall was filled for days with breath- 
taking lions, elephants, and giraffes. One little 
boy rushed into the office one day announce 
that had been “promoted.” When ques- 
tioned said, “Oh, you know was the back 
end but now the front end the 
giraffe.” 


first grade child brought some com- 
mercial puppets school one day. These 
intrigued the children that the teacher sug- 
gested that anyone who wished might make 
puppet. Each child chose character from 
some favorite story. Rounds pasteboard 
were made fit the first finger. Papier-maché 
heads were then fitted over the pasteboard 
the tip the finger. The mothers were asked 
make costumes for each child’s character. 
After these were finished, the free play that 
went for weeks gradually took the form 
well-loved stories. stage was made the 
shop, arranged that the children could get 
under and hold their puppets. first 
the children had little dexterity that they 
could scarcely move their first fingers; the 
end they had learned manipulate freely 
that they even made the woodchopper wield 
his when they played Riding Hood.” 


There are endless ways make simple pup- 
pets and any one them offers means 
interpretation. Often, however, when teacher 
does see the possibility such medium 
this, the end becomes far too important. The 
teacher visions beautifully finished result, 
reflecting credit upon her teaching, when 
what desired free play for little 
children and much informal dramatic expres- 
sion they grow older. The desire the 
children share their fun with others the 
signal for audience. seems safe say 
that child’s creative desire should never 
used merely means producing some- 
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express only what feels and not what 
some one else tells him feel. 


There probably phase literature 
more intriguing children intermediate 
age than that the Middle Ages. All the 
pomp and pageantry that way life lends 
itself their imagining. Beautiful use 
form and color, mural and design appears. 
Children never seem tire the stories 
adventure and chivalry which inspire them 
endless dramatization. Recently some boys 
fifth grade group satisfied their desire 
dramatize this period arranging shadow 
plays. Their plays were short but carefully 
worked out and authentic every detail. 
actual photograph group children 
watching one these shadow plays convinces 
one their complete absorption. 


But dramatization any form only one 
the ways which child may interpret 
literature, and prose not its only form. 
Through the use ballads another vital ave- 
nue interest and interpretation may 
found for children who are steeped the lore 
the Middle Ages. After all, ballad only 
simple story. From reading them and sing- 
ing them only step creating them, 
arranging melodies setting them familiar 
music. One sixth grade group used Russian 
folk tunes for their setting, creating both 
ballads and dances. 


Too often seem forget that humor 
priceless attribute literature, else- 
where. get earnest about the things 
try for and with children. fat little 
boy was found sitting disconsolately the 
school hall. Upon being questioned about the 
desirability this said, you see it’s 
like this. What kids think funny, teachers 
never do.” Amusing—but could severe 
indictment well? 


Several eighth grade boys, not too success- 
ful academically and constantly the edge 
trouble, were introduced clever teacher 
charades. They entertained their class 
successfully that the word got around and 
they were asked take part all-school 
assembly. For the rest the year and 
into high school those boys made that type 
entertainment matter serious study. They 
wrote planned their own skits, and con- 
tinually perfected their art pantomime. Al- 
ways their aim was funny, and they 
succeeded beyond their own expectations. 


Another wise teacher older pupils ar- 
ranges committees within her group, each 
with its own pupil director. Each committee 
chooses its own one act play, usually hilari- 
ously funny one about the adolescent. They 
plan and arrange their own costuming and 
scenery and conduct their own rehearsals, Dur- 
ing certain advisory periods they can found 
rehearsing every available nook and cranny 
about the school. Their plays are immensely 
popular. The audience sees itself the antics 
these youngsters, and good able 
laugh one’s self. There more than fun 
this, however. When the pupils this 
presented very serious and moving 
drama the Civil War correlation with 
their social studies, their poise, expression, and 
characterization seemed amazing for children 
this age. 


One the most delightful experiences 
that has ever come our way was the complete- 
original operetta developed 
words, the music, the characterizations, and 
the scenery were inimitable. Never have 
seen actors more enthralled world 


imagery, audiences, young and old, more 
responsive. 


not only the special teacher English 
who can find opportunities interest children 
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unfolding the meaning which inherent 
every story. rare librarian, more interested 
children than books, found within 
eighth grade group few boys and girls 
whom reading was closed book. appeared 
impossible interest them anything that 
they were able read. Set upon the trail 
stories that the kindergarten and first grade 
children might enjoy, they became enthusiastic 
sleuths. They read diligently. Moreover, they 
took time learn the stories and learn how 
tell them advantage. The boys became 
unusually good story tellers, the delight 
the little children. come upon one these 
big fellows sitting the floor with the little 
ones enjoying “Mrs. Goose” “Walter the 
Lazy Mouse” with them, was experience 
not easily forgotten. 


Children cannot escape the social problems 
our times. lecture Langston Hughes 
the community offered ideal opportunity 
open the question racial understanding 
and appreciation. Books like Dr. George 
Washington Carver and parts from 
Slavery were read and discussed the eighth 
grade pupils. Creation,” James Wel- 
don Johnson, and “The Congo,” Vachel 
Lindsay, were favorite poems. Negro spirituals 
became even more popular and many books 
by, about, Negroes were chosen for volun- 
tary reading. Plough” and 
Langston Hughes’ creed were earnestiy dis- 
cussed. After several readings, some members 
the class slipped almost unconsciously into 
pattern choric speaking. Then they 
wished enhance their pattern and they be- 
gan work it. Various boys and girls 
read parts the poem aloud until became 
their own. Each verse was worked over care- 
fully the children tried express through 
the music their voices what the poem made 
them feel. They developed boys’ chorus, 
girls’ chorus, solo parts and trios, with the 
questions asked individuals and the responses 


For several years the Nassau School 
have gradually decreased systematic reading 
instruction for children the first and second 
grades who our opinion were not ready 
that particular time. Our objective have 
every child acquire good foundation for the 
tool reading before the actual instruction 
begins. If, for example, child has eye diffi- 
culties during his year school, does 
other types work and begins reading the 
second grade. child shows that has 
aptitude for the tool the first two grades 
have him begin reading the third grade, 
even though some his classmates may 
reading from fourth and fifth grade books. 
This policy has resulted very individual- 
ized reading program. 


Our progress scores show very definitely 
that maturation great aid many chil- 
dren who are learning read. Recently, 
followed the growth 124 students from the 
third grade through the upper grades. the 
end the third grade per cent these 
students were above their grade level; the 
end the seventh grade this percentage had 
increased 70. Again over five year period 
observed students, who were below 
their grade level the end the first grade, 
gradually gain until had approached their 
grade norm the end the fifth grade. 
But the influence maturation showed itself 
most markedly when children were tested 
monthly upon words they had acquired. One 
child attempted reading for year before 
was ready. The most words learned this 
child during any month her first year were 
two. While the third grade this child 
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acquired from words each month 
without changing materially the time devoted 
reading the methods 


Let hasten add that merely waiting 
not sufficient. reading delayed for 
child the first two grades, the home and 
the school have opportunity some- 
thing else for him that beneficial. 


have not found earliness lateness 
aptitude for the reading tool highly asso- 
ciated with intelligence, nor closely re- 
lated his social and physical development. 
This not say that the student with low 
intelligence, the one who suffering from 
malnutrition, the one who has unsocial 
tendencies, not handicapped. is. But 
any one these deficiencies even com- 
bination them does not necessarily mean 
that child will late reader. Mary was 
child who began reading the latter part 
the kindergarten but she was not particularly 
bright comparison with other members 
her class. the end the fifth grade she 
was reading beginning sixth grade level, 
while others her class who started reading 
year after she did were reading eighth 
grade level. The factors that produce readi- 
ness for reading are mysterious those that 
produce readiness for walking talking, 
but the characteristics this readiness are 
well known experienced teachers. 


One primary factor determining readi- 
ness child’s interest; but this factor alone 
1Principal and teacher, respectively, the Nassau 
School, East Orange, 
DeWitt and Lynch, Julia Study 


Reading Growths the Primary Grades.” The Elemen- 
tary English Review, April 1942. 
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not sufficient. Grace was interested read- 
ing the very beginning the first grade 
but teaching her reading that time her 
power grasp was overlooked. She found 
extremely difficult hold words parts 
words. After almost six months inten- 
sive reading instruction without much prog- 
ress, Grace became quite nervous. She was 
withdrawn from the reading circle for the re- 
mainder the first grade. the second grade 
she began reading again, and this time she had 
the power needed achieve success with the 
tool. During one month’s time the middle 
that grade she developed more reading power 
than she did during the first half the first 
grade. This power the most essential phase 
readiness. can best described the 
ability the individual hold words with 
minimum degree difficulty. The best 
method determine whether not child 
has this power give him opportunities 
read. responds with degree ease 
without jeopardizing other phases his de- 
velopment then feel ready. course 
this not argue that immature children 
cannot taught read. They can; but 
not care run risks creating ills, such 
aversion for the reading tool neurosis, 
when these possibilities can reduced 
minimum waiting until the child has de- 
veloped readiness. 


There are other factors that have direct 
bearing upon decision introduce the child 
beginning reading. Consideration should 
child’s health. There are many 
ailments that not prohibit child from at- 
tending school, but that may keep him from 
reading for while. The attitude parents 
most significant factor. The child who 
begins reading time when both the teacher 
and the parent agree most fortunate child. 
For that reason close home and teaeher rela- 
tionship essential. But thosé 
where the child made uncomfortable because 


difference opinion between the home 
and the school, the school may well give serious 
consideration changing its attitude. 
have had many instances which the home 
was correct. 


The responsibility for teaching beginning 
reading the Nassau School rests upon three 
teachers. They move back and forth between 
the first and second grades, each one spending 
two years with group. They each teach chil- 
dren read when readiness occurs, and they 
each have different methods which they 
modify suit various individuals. One 
teacher uses individual instruction from the 
very beginning the term. child ready, 
begins reading from pre-primer. The 
other two teachers prefer begin with group 
work for the first six weeks before changing 
over individual reading instruction. must 
remembered that all this discourse 
are discussing primarily the teaching the 
tool and not appreciation which can 
taught, partially least, long before 
child actually begins read. 


this type work very important 
that children taught choose books. 
child learns this our school actually 
choosing. This practice goes all grades. 
child needs book goes the library 
and makes the selection. His choice re- 
viewed the teacher. she disagrees, the 
child returns the library exchange his 
book with new standards mind. are 
proud the fact that more than per 
cent the choices are sustained the 
teacher. Thus believe that are teach- 
ing not only the skills reading but also 
techniques for choosing books. have evi- 
dence that this instruction carries over into 
outside life. One fall several years ago 
surveyed the vacation reading done stu- 
dents our school and the reading done 
students another school that taught read- 
ing skills without giving much emphasis 
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teaching children select reading matter. 
The social and intellectual levels both 
schools were estimated par. The 
criterion for determining good reading matter 
this instance was whether not the book 
was in, the Children’s Catalogue.* While this 
rather rough guide, true that more 
than ninety per cent the purchases made 
libraries throughout the country are found 
this particular catalogue. per cent 
the reading the Nassau School children was 
listed this publication, while only per 
cent the reading done the children that 


were taught only straight skills was found 
therein.* 


How are children taught select books? 
There unanimity opinion among those 
who have studied this problem that most 
essential that children live environment 
good books. have found this true. 
addition, they must given specific stand- 
ards for choosing. this instruction the 
teacher and the children discuss such things 
vocabulary difficulties, interest, children’s pre- 
vious reading and the length the book. 
This work usually carried small groups, 
some instances may the entire class 
working together. The following statements 
reveal some degree why little children 
choose books. 


like this book because the pictures.” 
“It about dogs, and like dogs.” 


“Mary had this book, and thought 
would like it.” 


pleasing times observe the spirit 
helpfulness that exists 
Frequently, able students help the weaker ones 
find books that interest them and that are 
upon their reading levels. 

How does this individualized reading pro- 


Minnie Earl, Children’s Catalogue. Wilson 

DeWitt and Silvernail, Margaret H., “In- 
fluence Reading Methods upon Vacation Reading.” 
Educational Administration and Supervision, October, 
1939, 
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gram work, particularly the primary grades? 
Little Miss Martha pranced one day with 
book and announced that she was going 
read. Her teacher smiled for she had never 
seen her evince more than casual interest 
sharing pictures and stories. Evidently Martha 
had formed the idea that she could read from 
watching some other classmates the special 
reading period. The teacher observed that her 
book was too difficult for beginning reading 
but she gave her permission try it. When 
the period for the special reading group ar- 
rived Martha joined the circle. While this 
particular type approach into beginning 
reading little unusual, the fact that this 
child began make progress learning 
read from that day, when she first showed 
genuine interest reading, not 
child’s expressed desire read one the very 
important criteria for determining readiness. 


During the reading period each child reads 
with the teacher. This basic method un- 
derlying all forms reading instruction, and 
the exchange set books for variety 
books changes this method but very little. 
the child reads the teacher makes notes 
some the difficulties. Usually she writes 
all the words missed for particular story. 
After the story has been read and enjoyed, the 
teacher turns back through the text testing 
and drilling the child upon the phases 
reading that have been missed. When child 
not reading with the teacher sits with 
students who are reading themselves silently. 
attempts read his book independently 
the teacher. child comes unknown 
word raises his hand, and helped the 
able students, who take turns telling words 
those who need assistance. Usually this pro- 
cedure works very satisfactorily. The greatest 
stimulant for this type independent reading 
the opportunity that affords those who 
have prepared their stories well share them 
with their classmates. 
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general, reading progress our school 
runs something like this: third our stu- 
dents become independent the first grade, 
another third become independent the second 
grade, and the major task for the third grade 
teachers enable the remaining group 
become independent. Once student has be- 
come independent, can read without the 
constant aid the teacher. This not 
say that never needs the teacher’s aid. 
Second and third grade teachers will generally 
give so-called independent student help 
phonics, will listen him read orally, and 
will also good listener the sharing 
period check his power comprehension 
and interest. But this plan make all stu- 
dents independent the end the third 
grade never works out entirely practice. 
There always lower quarter every inter- 
mediate and upper grade class that needs 
prodding along. 


the teachers who operate this program 
understand and appreciate it? Our answer 
yes. They helped create and from time 
time they meet staff revise it. The 
principal the school has part whatever 
revision that done. drastic changes are 
contemplated, they are sent the Superinten- 
dent Schools for approval. means 
this procedure, small unit within large 
school system given the freedom necessary 
work out program suited its needs. 


the parents understand and appreciate 
this program? think so, but are never 
too sure. large proportion our population 
very transient. When families remain 
community for short time they are very 
much inclined accept what they find. 
have stable group, and from this 
group that thought provoking questions come, 
which have definite impact upon our teach- 
ing practices. general can said that 
has not been difficult get parents 
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accept changes our reading program. The 
majority them subscribe the principle 
that all phases our society must undergo 
change. They, course, desire intelligent 
change. the transition program 
individualized reading instruction was neces- 
sary give parents facts support the 
newer methods. One very convincing fact was 
that some our ablest readers the upper 
grades had had very little success with reading 
the first and second grades. Another was 
our test for reading readiness. Parents were 
particularly pleased that all children were 
given opportunity read before any were 
declared too immature for instruction. 


good parent education program pre- 
supposes frequent contacts between parents 
and teachers. Our most fruitful method for 
doing this through individual conferences 
between the parent and the teacher. Each 
primary teacher endeavors have least 
two private conferences with every parent 
yearly. equal significance are the meetings 
that classroom mothers hold with the teachers. 
About the same number these mothers’ 
meetings are held yearly. general, these 
conferences offer very fine opportunity for 
parents and teachers enlighten each other 
about child problems and exchange experi- 
ences relative their solution. The Parent- 
Teacher Association the school also aids 
this work. 


conclusion should like summarize 
some the concomitant values that are de- 


rived from the type reading program 
have described. 


Fewer children fail promoted yearly. 


Greater enthusiasm for reading—we sel- 
dom have child who does not like 
read. 


Greater opportunities for teachers work 


with the social and physical needs 
children. 


One the richest, most enlightening 
practices the teaching basic reading the 
plan organizing reading activities around 
themes, centers interest, which being 
used more and more teachers. this end 
new methods supplying classroom books are 
needed. Since, this plan, all the pupils 
class, over period several weeks, read ma- 
terials dealing with the same theme, the class- 
room requires large number suitable books 
such current themes transportation. 
Furthermore, the classroom collection books 
must changed whenever the theme the 
basic reading changes. When new theme 
introduced, study wild animals perhaps, 
new reading materials will needed. 


From the administrator’s point view, 
many practical problems must met pro- 
viding supplementary books for reading 
particular theme. (Here assumed that 
teachers are already supplied with basic readers, 
which, because they contain materials prepared 
especially for teaching purposes, ought fur- 
nish the starting point any reading unit.) 
limited number the most appropriate 
themes must selected from among the many 
possible subjects which books can pro- 
vided. Books each selected subject must 
evaluated with respect interest value, range 
reading difficulty, provision for developing 
abilities reading, such ability distinguish 
main points and ability use ideas think- 
ing, and provision for extending the child’s 
meaning vocabulary. The number copies 
each title supplied ought deter- 
mined the light the particular contribu- 
tion that title the reading unit. The 
methods assigning the material teachers 
must flexible enough provide the teacher 
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frequently during the semester with new 
collection materials theme her 
choice. The methods must also provide for 
keeping the books constantly use order 
that they may not become educationally 
obsolete before they are actually worn out. 
uneconomical for school system 
have hand large collections books 
good condition, the contents which are 
out date. 


1938 the Detroit Public Schools 
experimental plan was adopted for circulating, 
from the central book department, book kits 
containing supplementary reading material 
theme. initial purchase one hundred 
kits books was made for experimental use 
teaching basic reading the fourth, fifth, 
and sixth grades. Each kit included fifty books 
selected around theme which might serve 
center interest for reading. Examples 
the themes are “Ancient, Medieval, and 
Modern Heroes,” “Ocean Life,” and 
Forests,” “Air Transportation,” and “Plants 
Books vary- 
ing difficulty were included each kit. 


and Animals Long Ago.’ 


the case some titles, only single copy was 
provided, and the case other titles, 
multiple copies. The kits were small, portable 
trunks constructed four sizes fit partic- 
After kit was 
opened, formed bookcase having two 
shelves. The upper lid, which folded back 
the lower tray, served the top shelf. 


ular collections books. 


Three hundred teachers co-operated 
initial appraisal the book-kit plan. They 
were given questionnaire and asked 
supply certain information after using the 
kit for period four weeks. The question- 
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naire was distributed advance that the 
teachers might keep the questions mind 
they used the books. The blank included 
questions tentative teaching plan for 
theme reading, the plan supplying books 
kits circulated from school school, and 
the particular titles included the teach- 
er’s kit. The judgments were made independ- 
ently the teachers, and they spent con- 
siderable time and effort formulating their 
answers. 


The results which are general interest 
may presented from the point view 
certain practical questions. First, 
teachers consider the circulating collection 
supplementary books more useful than stock 
sets permanently deposited classrooms? 
the teachers reporting this point, 96.1 per 
cent expressed definite preference for the 
book-kit plan; 2.6 per cent preferred perma- 
nent deposits supplementary books but 
wanted circulating collections well; and 
the remaining teachers ranked permanent de- 
posits above circulating kits. Thus seems 
clear that the circulating kit has definite 
merit the teachers’ needs for sup- 
plementary books theme. 


Second, view this recognition the 
value the kit plan, what are its specific 
merits? the teachers reporting, 94.4 per 
cent described advantages and 5.6 .per cent 
indicated disadvantages. Altogether forty-one 
advantages were mentioned and four dis- 
advantages. 


Inspection the specific statements showed 
that the teachers were most impressed 
the increased interest the pupils reading. 
The teachers most frequently referred such 
items “interest,” “enjoyment,” “enthu- 
siasm,” and “love reading.” Another ad- 
vantage often pointed out was that the kits 
aided the teachers arousing the pupils. For 
example, the pupils collected many materials 
outside school that illuminated their read- 
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ings; they also gave evidence alert think- 
ing, raised many voluntary questions, and 
showed unusual initiative. While true 
that such results could achieved superior 
instruction regardless the method used 
supply supplementary books, 
themselves reported that the books furnished 
the kits helped greatly encourage pupil 
activity. Other advantages mentioned relate 
the amount and the variety the material, 
the ease correlating the theme reading with 
other activities, the economy time 
and effort locating books, the evidences 
purpose reading, the increased amount 
reading, and related items. 


the other hand, 1.6 per cent the 
teachers were not certain that the pupils made 
gains reading ability under the kit plan; 
another 1.6 per cent felt that the plan re- 
quired the teacher appraise large amount 
material short period time; another 
1.6 per cent reported that certain titles the 
kit duplicated titles the school library 
which the pupils had already read; and 0.8 
per cent reported that the kit was unattrac- 
tive have the room. None these dis- 
advantages is, however, inherent the kit 
plan. Uncertainty growth reading 
ability may removed applying standard- 
ized reading tests. undue amount 
work required the part teachers, in- 
structional guides may prepared the 
supervisory offices relieve the teacher. 
titles duplicate those already hand, other 
selections may made the future. 


Third, supply fifty books, how 
many titles should provided duplicate 
copies and how many single copies? the 
experimental kits two three titles were fur- 
nished sets and the remaining titles single 
copies. the number sets supplied, 
per cent the teachers reported that 
was just enough, per cent that was too 
few, and per cent that was too many. 
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Almost half the teachers added that they 
needed more copies set than were pro- 
vided. All the teachers recognized the neces- 
sity having sufficient number copies 
for the pupils group. single copies, 
per cent the teachers reported that the 
number such copies was too few, per 
cent that was just enough, and per cent 
that was too many. Several teachers in- 
dicated the need larger kits including 60, 
65, 70, even 100 books. Larger kits would, 
course, necessary the number titles 
supplied single copies and the number 
books supplied set were increased. How- 
ever, such increase meant reduction 
the number kits available, undoubtedly 
these teachers would prefer use titles the 
numbers supplied for the initial experiment. 


Fourth, for how many weeks advisable 
permit class retain kit books? 
The periods mentioned the teachers ranged 
from one ten weeks and averaged five. 
maximum period five weeks would satisfy 
the needs per cent the teachers re- 
porting. However, period six weeks 
would meet the needs per cent the 
teachers. Included this time, course, 
that which the teacher needs spend pe- 
rusing unfamiliar materials before placing 
them the hands pupils. 


Fifth, what instructional guides, any, 
does teacher need when using kit? Though 
only, small proportion the teachers 
stressed needs for such materials, various types 
material were mentioned. Seven teachers 
expressed need for test questions each 
book that does not provide comprehension 
checks. Six other teachers desired bibliog- 
raphies books and magazines the given 
theme that additional reading materials 
might assembled. Five teachers asked for 
outline the entire reading unit which 
would list important topics and questions for 
study. Four teachers called for indication 
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the reading difficulty each title included 
the kit. One these teachers considered 
desirable have also indication the 
subject content. Two other teachers suggested 
the value list the new words 
taught. Recognition the teachers the 
need such instructional guides deserves 
careful consideration. While such guides need 
not restrict the initiative the exceptional 
teacher, they can provide helpful suggestions 
for the less experienced but alert and adapt- 
able teacher. 


From this survey teachers’ judgments, 
clear that the kit plan supplying sup- 
plementary books large city school system 
proved from the outset highly satisfactory 
plan both for teachers and for pupils. Ac- 
cordingly, since 1938 the book-kit plan has 
been extended the Detroit Public Schools. 
Additional book kits have been provided 
the same subjects those used the initial 
procedure. these kits, however, effort 
has been made provide the same titles; in- 
stead, recent publications have been canvassed 
see whether better books are available 
the theme. books kit have worn out, 
replacements have been made using the best 
titles available the time. Book kits have 
been obtained greater variety subjects. 
Flat pictures and other visual aids the 
theme have been circulated automatically with 
the book kit order save teachers’ time 
making special requests for such material. 
the supply kits has become larger, 
has become increasingly possible satisfy 
teachers’ requests for kits 
themes. Steps have also been taken make 
accurate gradings the books within kit 
with respect ease comprehension, pro- 
vide various instructional aids, refine stand- 
ards for selecting new centers interest for 
basic reading, and devise objective methods 
determining the contribution book 
particular unit reading. 
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the stack mail were sorting suddenly 
appeared this refreshing salutation. The letter 
was set aside for the special handling de- 
served, but continued our reading 
pondered the “learning doing” philosophy. 


When were school wrote numer- 
ous letters Mr. John Doe, Smith and Co., 
and Aunt Mabel. (We had seven aunts but 
not Mabel among them.) Letters that were 
read the teacher and the teacher only. 
knew all about letter form: placed the 
date just so, put the return address the 
proper place, selected suitable salutation and 
close, but somehow never learned write 
real letters. fact, witness the unceasing 
pleas with which are bombarded today 
write more and funnier and newsier and more 
loving letters our men the Service. 


Safety vital and dynamic subject. 
its very nature, crystallization into text 
undesirable. Its study demands search for 
information, securing facts from experts. 
What opportunity for teaching letter writ- 
ing! Letter writing with purpose. “Learning- 
by-doing” letter writing. 


For the same mail 
Safety Council” letter, found ten 
letters from the same small-town school. Each 
one reads follows: 


safety and would appreciate receiving 
any free material that you have offer 
this subject. would also appreciate 
the name and address other sources 
free materials bicycle safety. assure 
you appreciate this service very much. 
Yours truly.” 


Obviously form letter. Quite obvious- 
ly, teacher-written 


not teacher-inspired. How 


“Dearest Safety Council 
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much better learning activity would have 
been each pupil had selected phase the 
bicycle safety problem which interested him 
especially and had undertaken secure in- 
formation about it. One might have been 
interested whether his town had bicycle 
ordinance. Another, the history the 
bicycle. third, care and safe use 
bicycle; the safety elements modern 
bicycle; how take bicycle trips safely. 
Writing the proper source for information 
would then have had definite purpose—it 
would not have been merely exercise how 
write letter. Each pupil could have made 
definite, unique contribution the group 
study. 


Developing attitude understanding 
about the stodgier aspects letter writing 
calls for special emphasis. Johnny has been 
appointed fire drill captain. wants per- 
form well. What are these duties? 
The teacher suggests write the National 
Safety Council and cautions him careful 
obtain the exact address. She suggests that 
try write very plainly because his letter 
will be, received busy person who won’t 
have time puzzle over undecipherable hand- 
writing; and that date his letter that 
will come for attention its proper turn. 
She tells Johnny state his problem clearly 
and give all the information needed: size 
school, number captains, number exits, 
etc., that there will possibility his 
request being misunderstood. accomplish 
this, course, his grammar must reason- 
ably good, his spelling adequate, and must 
have clear picture his mind exactly 
the questions wants answered. She em- 


consultant and administrative assistant, 
respectively, the school and college division the 
National Safety Council. 
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phasizes the need for signing his name and 
address correctly the letter that will 
sure receive the reply; and the need 
address his envelope correctly that the 
letter will arrive safely its destination. The 
postal authorities request return address also 
the face the envelope. Johnny needs his 
information quickly possible; what his 
teacher tells him sounds logical the success- 
ful completion his purpose and writes 
accordingly with understanding and en- 
thusiasm. 


writing governmental civic 
agencies, business houses, pupils should 
have understanding the importance 
the following rules: 


Write legibly. This will certainly win 
friends and influence people! And, more 
the point, secure answer. parti- 
cularly careful signing your name. 


Put return address the letter well 
the envelope. large business houses let- 
ters are opened mechanically and the en- 
velope discarded once. 


specific about requests. send 
copy all your free booklets and 
posters about safety,” write 
all about safety” encompass too broad 
scope permit satisfactory reply. 


State grade when writing for information. 
organization whose materials are prepared 
for different levels. 


Write ink when using post cards and 
put name and return address each side, 
mail handling blurs pencil writing and 
often the post office stamp put directly 
over the signature making illegible. 


Write for material ample time. Too 
often request received Chicago 
Monday, asking for material sent 

the writer Los Angeles Thursday! 
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Use full-sized piece paper when writ- 
ing, not scrap that easily misplaced if, 
indeed, ever arrives. 

Write cover the sheet; crowding let- 
ter into the top two inches eight- 
inch sheet spoils its appearance. 


The technique obtaining information 
need skill mastered all too few 
us; yet one need constantly 
living. This technique one that may well 
acquired connection with the safety curri- 
have listed below few the 
questions which may arise safety discussion. 
Usually, answers these questions may best 
secured through letter the community 
safety council, department the town, 


culum. 


national organization devoted all aspects 
accident prevention, (such the National 
Safety Council the National Conservation 
fic phases accident prevention (such the 
American Automobile Association, National 
Fire Protective Association National Fire 
Underwriters). Functional letter-writing will 
natural concomitant, 


walk school ourselves. What 
must learn that can have 
fun the way but still danger? 
(One child might inquire about common 
hazards the sidewalk; another, about 
traffic signs and signals; another, about 
walking the highway rural com- 
munities; another, about crossing railroad 
tracks). 

spend many hours our school 
place which be. What things should 
check find out how safe is? 

school had safety patrol. How can 
form one? This broad subject and 
could divided among various children 
follows: 
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What are patrols supposed do? 

How are members the patrol select- 
ed? 

How many should patrol? 

Can both boys and girls patrol? 

Who charge the patrol? 

Are there any special belts badges 

worn which will show who belongs 

patrol? 


have fireplace our house and 
sometimes toast marshmallows over 
the fire. When the leaves fall see lots 
bonfires our neighborhood. Often 
hikes and when stop rest, 
build campfires. know fires are dan- 
gerous. How can use fire safely? 

have use ladder. What should 
know about ladders? 

farm there are many things 
carried. How can lift heavy loads 
that will not injured? 


are planning victory garden. Are 
there some things should remember 

How can tell our bicycles are safe 
ride? 


Our experience leads believe that the 
reading program the future will more 
individualized than the past. One impor- 
tant step that must taken general re- 
duction class size. Our classes average 
thirty. They should never larger than 
twenty-five for the best work. This could 
very readily good post-war objective. 
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MATURATION, AID BEGINNING READING 


(Continued from page 214) 


What are some bicycle rules that will 


help prevent accidents ourselves and 
others? 


10. the summer like the beach 
and play the sand. like swim 
too. What are the rules which apply 
here? 


11. Our fire and police departments work 
hard keep our city safe. How can 
cooperate? 


12. Holidays such Christmas, Fourth 
July, and birthdays are too exciting 
have them spoiled accidents. What 
should careful about such times? 


13. should like make some posters 
display our room and think safety 
would good subject illustrate. 


How can decide what posters 
make? 


14. come school the school bus. 
How can help our driver keep safe? 


15. What books, magazines, plays, songs, 
poems, posters, films will help 
our efforts learn more about all phases 
safety? Where can obtain them? 


achieve real success, however, steps must 
taken even beyond the mere individualiza- 
tion instruction. Significant among these 
are that educators learn more about child 
behavior, and that the public led support 


broader program auxiliary aids such 
clinics. 
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Getting children use verb forms cor- 
rectly both their oral speech and written 
language has always been found diffi- 
cult teaching problem. Take, for example, 
the parts the verb see: see, saw, seen, 
have seen, had seen. Children misuse these 
because correct forms have never been called 
their attention. The present and past cause 
considerable trouble, but the has, and 
had forms cause much more. For example, 
any one can recall hearing children make such 
statements these: see big snake yester- 
day.” seen before him.” Such errors 
occur constantly the oral language and 
written lessons children all grades 
connection with whatever verb being used. 
correct the wrong form every time 
spoken written certainly impossible, and 
even done and the reason given will not 
result very great improvement, any 
teacher can testify who has tried that way. 
order make any permanent gain the 
use correct verb forms, pupils must for 
time become verb conscious. They must 
first told the correct forms, and then given 
exercises their use before they can ex- 
pected try think what correct be- 
fore they use it. After awhile the proper 
term becomes habitual least writing; 
oral speech even well-educated people while 


talking rapidly are caught the habits 
childhood. 


order make any great gain correct 
usage pupils drill must given lessons 
short enough inspected pupils and 
corrected class, that the whole group may 
have the benefit every correction. need 


Teaching Verb Usage the 
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also begin the simplest forms and work 
more difficult ones. This does not mean 
that have explain how these forms came 
used they are. Language has developed 
from use, and one really knows how 
came recognize certain ways speaking 
correct and certain others incorrect. 


try correct each mistake when 
hear the child use even call his attention 
such errors his written work, without 
some instruction first, hopeless task, 
many teacher has found out, for example, 
when you hear seen him yesterday,” and 
say, saw him yesterday,” the correct 
way say it, will accomplish little with most 
children; habit too strong. The better way 
general way the forms used under certain 
time conditions. This does not mean formal 
grammar nor book rules memorize; 
but does mean attention good form and 
proper usage. the case verbs the num- 
ber types small and with attention 
them can soon understood and mastered 
even low the fifth school grade. After 
that, when the pupil’s verb error called 
his attention will understand why 
wrong and will tend remember thereafter. 


Some text books provide sentences with 
blanks left which the pupil insert the 
correct verb form when copying the sentence, 
when reading orally, but giving little 
instruction help the pupil know what really 
the right form use. Our experience has 
been that these should used instruc- 
tion the teacher, and should read aloud 
1Clifton Springs, 
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the pupil, and not copied, this serves 
ear-training. For ear and eye training much 
class work should arranged the teacher 
with original sentences from the pupils the 
blackboard. The following provided 
sample such work. Suppose that one takes 
first the verb give: give, gives, gave, has given, 
have given, had given. These should placed 
the board this form: 


give given had given 


gives have given 


The teacher then explains that the forms 
give and gives are used only when action 
taking place right this moment; and 
illustrates sentence accompanied the 
action, give John the eraser,” and hand 
him. Thensay, “John gives the 
eraser;” and have John hand the eraser back. 
the imperative form the same the 
present tense, that may used here without 
pointing out the distinction the pupils. 
However, that use which generally 
given correctly, and the same true the 
present combination with will and shall. 


Have pupils then make sentences using give 
and gives, and the present tense other verbs 
which they can act out the moment 
saying the sentence. The acting will add in- 
terest well help impress the meaning 
their memories. Wherever some motor act 
can combined with academic learning the 
teacher should take advantage this possi- 
bility. There are more them that can 
used natural way, and not dragged in, 
English work, than one would suspect unless 
looking for them. 


Next explain that when the action not 
the process happening always past. 
Even though took place but few seconds 
ago, one would have say, gave 
This form used whether the 
action took place short time ago, few 


the eraser.” 
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hours ago, yesterday, last week, last year. 
Also there difference the word whether 
tells the action one more per- 
sons. Pupils should then called give 
sentences showing past actions and action 
taking place now, and sent the board 
write such sentences where they may criti- 
cised the class. 


The use has given and have given, and 
had given little more difficult for pupils 
grasp. The explanation, the case 
the present and past forms, must given 
even though many may not see the signifi- 
cance. When the action has taken place be- 
fore certain time, completed 
before certain time,” our older grammars 
gave the rule, such rule will usually but 
meaningless words most children. The best 
way make children understand com- 
parison. For example, the teacher may write 
the board: 

gave John the pencil yesterday. 
have given John the pencil. 

had already given John the pencil 
when met you.” 


Explain that anything done the past 
where the particular time mentioned, 
whether yesterday last week last 
year, uses the simple past form the verb. 
But when the time not definitely stated 
has have used, has when only one person 
How- 
ever, when the action has been done before 
another thing happened, as, had given the 
pencil before you came,” had used. The 
children should then asked give sentences 
showing these different uses the same verb, 
and some should write sentences the black- 
board discussed the class. 


does it, and when more than one. 


After this, exercises the text given 
the teacher, where blanks are left for the 
insertion the proper verb form, should 
read with the verb put the blank. After 


this original sentences written pupils 
for certain other verbs should assigned for 
seat home work. 


After this special instruction, agreed 
upon mark the margin the paper, 
future written work, will indicate the 
pupil that his verb form wrong and 
should investigate it. cannot tell the 


TEACHING VERB USAGE 


CAN CHILDREN INTERPRET LITERATURE? 


223 


THE GRADE 


right form, should then ask some one 


help him. Such correction oral and written 
misuse has continuous, course, but 
errors will become surprisingly less time 
goes and the correct forms become more 


and more habitual the ear becomes trained 


the right sounds. 


(Continued from page 210) 


given individual chorus. The 
technique their choric speaking, however, 
was secondary importance the depth 
their feeling. One could not but believe that 
all these children had gotten closer the 
heart and soul the Negro race, and that the 
Negro children the group had grown 
stature and self-respect. 


Christmas time fraught with beauty 
and emotion our country. many schools 
across the land children all races and creeds 
join the happy festival. school where 
the song, the story, and the great literature 
the period have been used with reverence and 


Book Kits For BAsic READING 


imagination, departing student left this 
thought: 


the many memories that will 
carry with the memory our beautiful 
Christmas week. will remember the all-school 
sings the Christmas tree the center 
hall. will remember the caroling from room 
room and the light shining through the 
Christmas windows that made. will re- 
member the morning hours stories and 
poems. Wherever Christmas, will 
remember Central School and wish 


(Continued from page 217) 


The chief merit circulating books 
ensemble collection lies the fact such 
provision saves the teacher’s time and energy 
obtaining enough suitable books for 
stimulating sequence reading activities. 
She does not have investigate several 
sources books select subject which 


she can obtain enough materials. Observations 
the book kits use indicate that one 
the best means improving instruction 
that furnishing teachers with reading ma- 
terials which are adequate amount and 
quality. 
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News the Council 


PARTIAL PROGRAM 
THIRTY FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL TEACHERS ENGLISH 
Deshler-Wallick Hotel, Columbus, Ohio 
23, 24, 25, 1944 
CONVENTION THEME: ENGLISH TODAY AND TOMORROW 
MEETING THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 9:00-11:00 
LUNCHEON CONFERENCE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND CHAIRMEN 
ALL COUNCIL COMMITTEES, 12:00-2:30 
MEETING THE BOARD DIRECTORS, 3:00-5:30 
(All members are invited attend the meeting the Board) 
GENERAL SESSION: CRITICAL ISSUES THE TEACHING 
ENGLISH, 8:00-10:00 


PANEL (60 min.): Angela Broening, chairman, Harold Anderson, Amanda Ellis, 
Wilbur Hatfield, Robert Pooley, John DeBoer, Max Herzberg, Dora 
Smith, Ward Green, and Porter Perrin. 

(Questions for panel will compiled from responses received the President’s July 
10th letter the entire membership. HAVE YOU SENT YOURS?) 


ForuM Directors, Chairmen Council Committees, and audience. 


Fripay, NOVEMBER 
GENERAL SESSION, 9:00-11:30 A.M. 
Presiding, Harold Anderson, University Chicago, First Vice-President the Council. 
Platform Guests: 1944 Officers, Past Presidents the Council, and Arema Kirven, General 
Chairman the Columbus Convention Committees. 
Greetings—George Roudebush, Superintendent Public Instruction, Columbus, and 
Howard Bevis, President Ohio State University. 
New View the World—Gordon Keith Chalmers, President, Kenyon College (20 min.) 
President’s Address: English Today and Tomorrow—Angela Broening, Baltimore Public 
Schools (20 min.) 
Inter-American Education—Harold Davis, Director, Division Education and Teacher 
Aids Office Co-ordinator Inter-American Affairs (20 min.) 
The Democratic Ideal Peterson, Cooper Union, New York (20 min.) 
PANEL (60 min.): Implications for the English Curriculum 
David Weglein, Superintendent Public Education, Baltimore, chairman; 
Bode, Ohio State University; Frenz, Indiana University; Hanford, West- 
ern Reserve; Harlan Hatcher, Ohio State University; Wilbur Hatfield, Chicago 
Teachers College; Max Herzberg, Principal, Weequahic High School, Newark; 
Ida Jewett, Teachers College, Columbia; Myrtle Schwan, Supervisor Language 
Arts, Salt Lake City; Marion Sheridan, New Haven Public Schools; Dora Smith, 
University Minnesota; and Ruth Mary Weeks, Kansas City, Mo. 
AFTERNOON CONFERENCES, 1:30 3:30 P.M. 
Problems Articulation 
Presiding, Amanda Ellis, Colorado College, Chairman the Council Committee Artic- 
ulation and Second Vice-President the Council. 
Growth Language Arts the Elementary Level—Harold Anderson, University 
Chicago (15 min.) 
Achievement Language Arts the Secondary Schools—Prudence Bostwick, Supervising 
Teacher, Department Instruction, Denver (15 min.) 
Factors Concerning Growth Language Arts College —Clarence Thrope, University 
Michigan (15 min.) 
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PANEL (60 min.): Implications for Teachers English 
Amanda Ellis, Colorado College, chairman; Harry Paul, University Illinois; 
Carrie Stanley, University Lois Dilley, West High School, Rockford, 
nois; Blanche Trezevant, State Supervisor English, Baton Rouge; Ruth Barnes, 
Cooley High School, Detroit; Dana Jensen, Washington University; Edna Sterling, 
Broadway High School, Seattle; Cross, Colorado State College Education. 

National Conference Research English 

Presiding, Mabie Falk, President, National Conference Research English. 

Research Language Related Child Development—Dora Smith, University 
Minnesota (30 min.) 

Some Challenges Those Planning Trabue, Pennsylvania State College 
(30 min.) 

Summary Research Reading—William Gray, University Chicago (30 min.) 

NCTE and NCORIE Co-operation—A Committee Report (30 min.) 


Supervisory Problems 
Presiding, Miriam Supervisor Secondary School English, Erie, Pennsylvania, 
Chairman the Council Committee Supervision. 
Stimulating Creative Teaching—Robert Pooley, University Wisconsin (15 min.) 
Securing Adequate Book Supply—Caroline Ziegler, Baltimore (15 min.) 
Utilizing Evaluative Criteria and Techniques—Ellen Geyer, University Pittsburgh 
(15 min.) 
Making the Physical Conditions Right for Teaching—Paul Farmer, Boys’ High School, 
Atlanta. 
(60 min.) Implications for Teachers and Supervisors 
Miriam Booth, Erie, Pennsylvania, chairman; Marie Bryan, College Park, Maryland; 
Essie Chamberlain, Oak Park (Illinois) High School, Daniel Davies, Forty Fort (Penn- 
sylvania) High School; Blanche Fuqua, Terre Haute (Indiana) State Teachers College; 
Fulcomer, Montclair (New Jersey) State Teachers College; Earl Hawkins, Mary- 
land State Department Education; George Norvell, New York State Department 
Education, Merrill Paine, Supervisor English, Elizabeth, New Jersey; Ruth 
Stauffer, Washington; Golden Taylor, Provo, Utah; Blanche Trezevant, State De- 
partment English, Baton Rouge; Edna Weitzel, Franklinton High School, Columbus; 
Dudley Miles, New York City; and Grady Garrett, Richmond, Va. 
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING (Active Members) 4:00-5:30 
Revision Constitution will voted upon. Important matters policy will discussed. 
ANNUAL DINNER—6:00-9:30 
Literary Talent: Speakers Announced 
BOARD DIRECTORS’ MEETING—10:00-11:00 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 
BREAKFAST FOR PUBLIC RELATIONS REPRESENTATIVES—8:00 
Harold Anderson, Director Public Relations, Presiding 


SECTION MEETINGS, 9:30 
Reading the Elementary School Level 
Presiding, Dora Smith, University Minnesota, Chairman Elementary Section. 
Current Problems Reading the Elementary DeBoer, Editor, Elementary 
English Review (20 min.) 
Developing Independence Reading through Recognition Context Clues—Constance Mc- 
Cullough, Western Reserve University (20 min.) 
Problems Primary Reading—C. DeWitt Boney, Principal, Nassau School, East Orange, 
New Jersey (20 min.) 


The Function Literature the Elementary School—Blanche Trezevant, Elementary 
Supervisor, Baton Rouge (20 min.) 
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Dora Smith, University Minnesota, chairman; Loretta Antl, Madison 
School, Lakewood, Ohio; Bernice Leary, Consultant, Board Education, Madison, 
Wisconsin; Miller, Assistant Superintendent, Columbus; Dolch, University 
Illinois; Marion Edman, Language Education Department, Detroit Public Schools. 


Development Language Power the Elementary School 

Presiding, Marion Trabue, Dean School Education, Pennsylvania State College. 

The Council’s New Pamphlet Improving Writing—Fanny Ragland, Director Upper Ele- 
mentary Grades, Cincinnati (30 min.) 

The Development Vocabulary—Ruth Strickland, Indiana University (30 min.) 

Creative Writing—Beryl Parker, Heath and Company (30 min.) 

PANEL Marion Trabue, Pennsylvania State College, chairman; Martha Dallman, 
Ohio Wesleyan University; Ruby Borden, Bexley, Ohio; Lewis, Ohio State 
University; Eloise Ramsey, Wayne University, Detroit; June Ferebee, Bronxville 


(New York) Public Schools; Margaret White, Supervisor Elementary English, 
Cleveland. 


Problems Developing Skills the Elementary School 
Presiding, Mary Reed, Terre Haute (Indiana) State Teachers College 


Interrelationships Reading and Spelling—Emmett Betts, Pennsylvania State College 
(30 min.) 


Punctuation Salisbury, Milton College (30 min.) 
Developing Skill Correct Usage—Jennie Adams, Rimer School, Akron, Ohio (30 min). 
PANEL Mary Reed, chairman; Matilda Bailey, Lake George, New York; Eleanor 


Johnson, Editor, American Education Press; Josephine MacLatchey, Ohio State Uni- 
versity; Mary Maloney, Linden School, Columbus. 


LUNCHEON MEETING—12:30-3:00 


Angela Broening, Baltimore Public Schools, presiding 
(Feast Literary Talent; full details final program) 


PROPOSED CHANGES N.C.T.E. CONSTITUTION 


The annual membership meeting Columbus will have before report the Com- 
mittee the Revision the Constitution the N.C.T.E. The following summary 
the changes proposed presented accordance with the present Constitutional requirement 
that notice proposed amendments must given least thirty days prior the annual 
meeting: 


The regulations regarding membership dues are relegated the By-Laws. 


The number directors-at-large 18, selected with the aid lists sup- 


plied officers the sections. 
Each the sections shall elect from its own membership six representatives the Board 
Directors, two retiring each year. Geographical distribution shall considered. 


members the Board shall include Council officers, committee chairmen, editors 
Council periodicals, and chairmen sections. 


Nominating committee elected the Board Directors one year advance 
the meeting which consider its report. Candidates for Council offices shall an- 
nounced not later than May. Provision made for petition candidates. Final slate 
published October issues Council periodicals. Absent directors may vote mail. 

Executive Committee shall consist the officers, the last two past presidents, and the 
chairmen the sections. 

Members the Council may indicate which section they wish belong. pay- 
ment additional fees, they may belong more than one section. Provision made 
for the election the section committees and the chairmen the section committees. 


Formal provision made for the appointment Council committees, and for the sub- 
mission committee budgets. 


case need arises between Board Directors Meetings, President may secure decision 
mail ballot. 
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The theme for the twenty-fourth annual 
observance American Education Week, 
which takes place November 11, 1944 
“Education for New Tasks.” Emphasis will 
upon the role education the postwar 
years, well the present contribution 
the schools the war effort. The National 
Education Association has prepared materials 
assist local schools the observance 
American Education Week. Posters, leaflets, 
stickers, manual, plays, movie trailer, radio 
scripts, newspaper advertising mats, and other 
materials may obtained from the Associa- 
tion 1201 16th St., W., Washington 
D.C. 


Mimeographed pamphlets entitled Facts 
About the Soviet Union prepared for schools, 
and Sources for Teaching Materials and Bibli- 
ography for Teachers and Students are avail- 
able the National Council American- 
Seviet Friendship, Inc., 232 Madison Avenue, 
New York 16, New York. 


Graded Booklists about North and South 
America and The United Nations Other 
Continents have been prepared representa- 
tives the University School Librarianship, 
the Seattle Public Schools, and the Seattle 
Public Libraries. The lists were used con- 
nection with exhibit books the Seattle 
Public Library last spring. 


series radio scripts for use 
schools and colleges entitled “Let’s Play Fair,” 
designed promote better understanding 
among people all faith and racial back- 
grounds has been available the National 
Conference Christians and Jews. They 
may secured monthly basis without 
charge from Department National Confer- 
ence Christians and Jews, 381 Fourth Ave- 
nue, New York 16, New York. The author 
the series Miss Gretta Baker, instructor 
Radio Education New York University. 
new sound motion picture entitled 
Rings the Bell” shows how adequate schools, 
adequately equipped, and better paid teachers 
are financial asset the community, state, 
and nation. available for showing before 


The Educational Scene 


227 


school groups from the Jam Handy Organiza- 
tion, 1775 Broadway, New York. 


The Department Supervision and Cur- 
riculum Development the NEA has just 
published practical pamphlet the subject 
Discipline for Today’s Children and Youth, 
George Sheviakov and Fritz Redl, 
50c copy. The publication would serve 
admirably basis for individual reading 
and faculty discussion. Bibliography 
Character Formation through Books, prepared 
Clara Kercher, published the 
Catholic University America. 


First Flight the name very attrac- 
tive, illustrated anthology creative writing 
the boys and girls Prospect Hill School 
Pelham, New York. was prepared under 
the guidance Ruth Arduser and Virginia 
Dyring and the art direction Mildred 
Goble. 


Helpful suggestions for setting re- 
cording library are given Alice Man- 
chester the Educational Research Bulletin 
for April 19, 1944. her article Miss Man- 
chester describes the work the Teaching 
Aids Laboratory Ohio State University 
Schools. The Bulletin published the 
College Education Ohio State University. 


Recent new publications the American 
Council, Institute Pacific Relations: Co- 
operation for What? Stock, in- 
formative discussion relations between the 
United States and the British Commonwealth; 
Behind the Open Door, Foster Rhea Dulles, 
the story American Far Eastern relations; 
and excellent treatment Wartime China, 
Maxwell Stewart. 


The most recent publication the Na- 
tional Council Teachers English 
mimeographed pamphlet entitled Wartime 
English Teaching: Descriptive Bibliography, 
prepared Raymona Hull, Fellow 
Teachers College, Columbia University. The 
document contains carefully selected and 
annotated list periodical and other ma- 
terials related the teaching English 
wartime. each from the Council Office, 
211 West 68th Street, Chicago 21, 
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Review and Criticism 


brief reviews this issue are Mary Hill Arbuthnot, Emmett Betts, Helen 
Bough, Florence Bowden, Ruth Brune, Phyllis Fenner, Virgil Herrick, Anne Jackson, 
Helen Sattley, Bernardine Schmidt, Dorothy Smith and Jean Gardiner Smith. Unsigned 


annotations are the 


FOR TEACHERS 


Adapting Reading Programs Wartime 
Needs. Edited William Gray. Sup- 
plementary Educational Monographs, No. 
57. Chicago: The University Chicago, 
December, 1943. 


generous contribution the professional 
literature reading instruction 
made available the proceedings the 1943 
Conference Reading Instruction held 
the University Chicago. This volume 
the fifth series compiled and edited Dr. 
William Gray. While the central theme 
this volume deals with immediate adjustments 
required meet war conditions, the content 
outlines sound philosophy and procedures for 
post-war consideration. 


Dr. Gray has achieved superior organiza- 
tion the content. the first place, the 
discussions are organized for ready reference 
teachers primary, intermediate, and high 
school and college levels. Second, the contri- 
butions are differentiated terms 
teaching and remedial reading problems. 
Third, the material arranged facilitate 
location information materials in- 
struction, instructional procedures, and special 
wartime problems. The table contents re- 
flects expert editing; the index evidence 
the editor’s awareness the crucial problems 
encountered teachers. short, Dr. Gray 
has edited and compiled practical and read- 
able monograph. 


wide array topics has been considered 
without sacrificing coherence and necessary 
essential details. Problems considered include: 
the materials reading, with some emphasis 
the new and timely; developing the basic 
aspects reading readiness and reading ability 
all school levels; the case for teaching 


literature power and imagination; the con- 
tent, child appeal, and effect the reader 
comic strips and comic books; the art 
reading maps; sources information cur- 
rent events, especially newspapers prepared for 
children; reading the content fields; pre- 
vention and correction reading difficulties; 
and special wartime reading problems the 
high school and college levels. The topics 
brought under consideration are related the 
theme the conference and their development 
the conference participants provides excel- 
lent professional reading. 


While philosophy and theory are expounded 
liberally this volume, considerable attention 
has been given the earthy problems the 


classroom teacher. Specific suggestions are 


given such items word recognition, read- 
ing readiness, oral reading, directed reading 
activities, selected references instructional 
materials each school level, developing units 
experience, introducing children poetry, 
and the like. These descriptions approved 
practices are well buttressed with discussions 


Books Children and Men. Paul Hazard. 
Translated Marguerite Mitchell. The 
Horn Book Inc., $3.00. 

Paul Hazard, member French Academy, 
professor comparative literature both 
the Collége France and our own Columbia 
University, which came every other 
year, has made distinguished contribution 
children’s literature which one could fail 
enjoy nor afford miss. That the Nazis, 
who disapproved him, should have an- 
nounced his death April will perhaps in- 
crease our sense indebtedness for this rich 
book but can certainly nothing diminish 
the aliveness the scholar who speaks 
blithely from its pages. 
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Books Children and Men have for 
the first time comprehensive survey and 
evaluation the international offering the 
field children’s books and its national char- 
acteristics. Paul Hazard covers France, Italy, 
Germany, Spain, Denmark, England, and the 
United States, but the organization his 
book subtler basis than mere geography. 
His five divisions are provocative they are 
worth listing: Men have Always Oppressed 
Children, II. Children Have Defended Them- 
selves, III. Superiority the North Over the 
South, IV. National Traits, The Soul 
Man. 


The volume contains masterly evaluations 
certain classic books this field: Robinson 
Crusoe, Gulliver’s Travels, Don Quixote, 
Pinocchio, Alice Wonderland, and the tales 
the Grimm brothers and Hans Anderson. 
Perhaps his tribute the spiritual qualities 
the Anderson stories, their gifts youth’s 
quest for beauty, justice and happiness, may 


inspire teachers using more them our 
schools. 


this book Paul Hazard gives un- 
pedantic but sure outline what children like 
books and what they will resist with their 
last ounce The book also rich 
would expect from the man who chose sail 
away from security and return his unhappy 
country her hour need. gaily writ- 
ten, full wit and heart-warming apprecia- 
tion. This book read and reread, 
study and enjoy. 


Marks Readable Style: Study Adult 
Education. Rudolf Flesch. Bureau 
Publications, Teachers College, Columbia 
University, $1.85. 

Dr. Flesch here reports the results 
study determine the factors which make 
reading material for adults easy difficult. 
The study includes examination the 
existing readability formulae and explana- 
tion the hypotheses upon which began 
his experimentation with magazine articles 
and reading tests. The writer believes that 
sentence length, the number abstract 


words, and the number affixed morphemes 
are valuable indices readability whereas the 
frequency uncommon words not 


accurate index. final chapter deals with 
some applications his own formula. 


Guiding the Normal Child. Agatha 

Bowley. Hubner Co., $3.00. 

Dr. Agatha Bowley, English psychol- 
ogist, nursery school teacher, lecturer 
teacher training college, and organizer and 
director the Dundee Child Guidance Clinic, 
has written well-organized, balanced 
judgment, forward looking book about guid- 
ing the normal child from birth through 
adolescence. presents for parents and 
teachers helpful indices growth and well- 
thought-through commonsense suggestions for 
helping children each age level. Case 
studies, gained from her own experience with 
children, clarify and illustrate the 
recommendations the book. 


Work and Sing. Collection Songs That 
Built Selected and arranged 
Elie Siegmeister. Illustrated Julian 
Brazelton. William Scott, Inc., $2.50. 


Much the spirit the dynamic, 
variegated American scene remains hidden 
from those who pursue only books and 
pictures. The humor and the longing, the 
indignation and the faith those who built 
and are building and defending the nation 
best reflected the spontaneous singing 
the people. Elie Siegmeister has gathered 
thirty folk songs yesterday and today from 
America’s vast collection workers’ songs— 
sea chanteys, lumberjack and cowboy songs, 
songs boatmen, railroad workers, farmers, 
and factory workers—and presented them 
with simple piano accompaniment that 
they may easily sung and played groups. 
Vividly illustrated, the book should prove in- 
valuable elementary classes studying and 
portraying the innumerable facets Ameri- 
can life and the swiftly changing moods 
the common people. 


FOR CHILDREN 
Yankee Thunder: The Legendary Life 
Davy Crockett. Irwin Shapiro. Pic- 
tures James Dougherty. Julian Messner, 
Inc., $2.50. 
The irresistible tale one America’s 
great folklore heroes. Beneath the big talk 
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Davy riding the tail twister, thawing 
out the sun the time the Big Freeze, 
hitchhiking the back the Cape Cod Sea 
Sarpint, and carrying hunk sunrise 
his pocket, the authentic spirit pioneer 
America—swashbuckling, chivalrous, unpre- 
tentious, unshackled, and unafraid. For age 
and up. 


Young Heroes the War. Joseph Gol- 
lomb and Alice Taylor. Illustrated 
Nedda Walker. Vanguard, $2.50. 

From China and Russia, Belgium, Britain, 
and other the United Nations come these 
true stories child heroes World War II. 
Ordinary boys and girls who, but for the 
great catastrophe war, would have been 
living normal, unsung lives. But the six-year- 
old Chinese boy who carried his baby brother 
into Chungking and safety, the Yugoslav girl 
who helped the guerrilla fighters her 
country before she faced the firing squad 
the enemy, the Timur gangs Russia, the 
young American marine, are here recorded 
among the heroes history. For sixth grade 
and up. 


Weather. Joseph Gaer. Illus- 
trated from photographs. 
$2.00. 


picture book weather, illustrated 
with beautiful photographs and accompanied 
text. Although rather too large propor- 
tion the book given over who depends 
upon the weather, this will useful supple- 
mentary science book. Because the simplic- 
ity presentation, can read and appre- 
fourth graders. Information, writ- 
ten and illustrated, formation clouds, 
winds, storms, snow, hail, work the 
weather bureau, instruments used for 
recording weather. Weather signs and super- 
stitions are analysed. interesting and 
timely book for all grades, fourth and up. 


Wings Song: the Story Mendelssohn. 
Phyllis Cote. Holt, $2.50. 


addition the outstanding Holt Series 
Musical Biographies which Finlandia 
and Deep-Flowing Brook are two favorites. 
informal, personalized biography which 
children from sixth grade through high 
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school will enjoy, providing they have enough 
background appreciate the many musical 
references. Mendelssohn was very colorful 
and dearly beloved person and left behind 
him many lively written records his life 
and friends. Dena Humphreys has made 
delightful story out the richness his life. 


Chia and The Lamb. Margaret Phelps. 
Illustrated Ann Eshner. Macrae-Smith, 
$2.00. 

Attractively illustrated black and white, 
this book portrays the life nine-year-old 
Navaho girl who learning the things 
that Mama Navaho does. Chia’s faithful care 
three lambs that have been given her, her 
ability lure and catch wild pony help 
her tend her lambs, her skill clipping, 
dyeing, spinning, and weaving Navaho 
blanket double-cloud pattern, and most 
all her eagerness help her brother Largo 
become doctor “the white man’s way,” 
will win the love and admiration little 
girls, especially, for this simple but charming 
little Navaho. Picturing the beautiful family 
life the Navahos with their respect, love, 
and kindliness against background natural 
beauty, this story, though somewhat slow 
movement, will make its young readers agree 
with Mama Navaho that “all things are beau- 
For 9-11 year-olds. 

Clarinda. Frances Duncombe. Illustrated 

Angela. Holt, $2.00. 


Clarinda, sitting her bath and con- 
fronted with dressing her ruffled white 
dress spend the day with her 
aunt, rebels, escapes through drain 
and comes waterspout into pond 
where she meets ducks, frogs, Freddy Fox, 
the woodchuck boys, Grandfather Snapping 
Turtle, and other creatures the wild. 
Clarinda proved interesting third graders, 
but the desirability putting character 
with the attitude Clarinda toward her 
mother, her aunt, and school 
may questioned. 


Rex the Coast Patrol. Margaret 
Johnson and Helen Lossing Johnson. Har- 
court, $2.00. 

Rex, valuable thoroughbred shepherd 
dog, found the Coast Guard master 
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whom could give his love and loyalty. 
His great day came when took care 
Nazi spy the best traditions the 
Navy. 


The type large and well-spaced. The 
pencil illustrations are Johnson’s fine 
standard for dog pictures. The book will 
satisfy little folk, their parents, and all 
between. 


The Highview Mystery. Lawrence 

Keating. Messner, $2.00. 

The ingredients are three boys, sophomores 
high school, dog sorts—several sorts— 
the theft the Hospital Service Drive Funds, 
the rifling doctor’s research laboratory, 
house with signs life but where pro- 
visions are delivered regularly, attractive 
school teacher, the class play, and police 
detective, besides classmates and townfolk. 
Good reading for the teen age. 

Casey Jones and Locomotive No. 638. 

Irwin Shapiro. Illustrated Donald Mc- 

Kay. Messner, $1.50. 

These talented collaborators 
duced two other hilarious stories with back- 
ground American folklore. This one 
based the old song about Casey Jones. The 
song says Casey was killed the wreck 
Locomotive No. 638. But here the “truth” 
the matter rollicking tale that small 
boys will take bed with them. isn’t 
every engine that can keep going spite 
washed-out bridge. McKay’s illustrations 
are just much fun the text. 


Our American Horse. Dorothy Hogner. 
Illustrated Nils Hogner. Nelson, $2.75. 
Beginning with the Mustang, our real 

American horse, then going back horse 

history, the Dawn horse, the Ice Age horse, 

and up, the author this very lovely and 
very informational book horses 
country has done excellent job. All kinds 
horses come for their share, even the 
lowly ass. The black and white illustrations 
add the book. 


Trudy and the Tree House. Elizabeth 
Coatsworth. Marguerite 


Davis. Macmillan, $1.50. 
The very thought Trudy’s tree house 
makes shiver with ecstasy. This little 


book, attractive look and hold, 
series adventures (or misadventures) 
that naughty Trudy. “If there was ever 
little girl who didn’t deserve tree house, 
was Trudy.” But she wanted badly 
get away from being the seventh seven 
“everyday story” for those eight 
and nine year-old girls who are taking 


The Forgotten Finca. Christine Von 
Hagen. Illustrated Nedda Walker. 
Nelson, $2.00. 

There have been many such ordinary 
stories about Latin America these past few 
years that felt little contrary about this 
book. was all wrong. one the 
loveliest stories have read long time, 
such satisfying story from the point view 
the people and the plot itself. And 
the background does not hit you the face. 

Panama family having lost its coffee 
search work. They are weary and home- 
sick, and Elvia, the little girl, particularly 
longs for home. Suddenly, happens. They 
find deserted cabin and fix up—tempo- 
rarily, the father thinks. But Elvia determines 
stay. forgotten finca (coffee plantation) 
discovered, garden planted earn 
money, and even though the real owner turns 
all ends well. 


Smoky Ridge. Frederic Doyle. With litho- 
graphs Theresa Kalab. Longmans, $2.25. 
Smoky Ridge the mid-Appalachian 

Mountains the setting for these sensitive 

and often tragic stories birds and animals. 

Keen observation, complete lack senti- 

mentality, and real literary skill combine 

make distinguished book. Complement- 
ing the stories are the ten noteworthy litho- 
graphs Theresa Kalab. 

Treks Across the Veldt. Theodore Wal- 
deck. Illustrated Ivan Sanderson. 
Viking, $2.50. 

Treks Mr. Waldeck tells his explora- 
tions Africa when went, not hunt- 
ing expedition, but bring back unharmed 
animals, large and small, for zoos, menageries, 
and laboratories. book hair-breadth 
escapes and high adventure interwoven with 
sincere appreciation beauty. 


Grouped the beginning the book are 
twelve full-page sepia illustrations Ivan 
Sanderson portraying Chief Olando and 
eleven jungle animals. They whet the appetite 
for the tales come. 


Down Earth: Mapping for Everybody. 
David Greenhood. Ralph 
Graeter. Holiday House, $4.00. 

timely book, written simple language 
and enlivened with humor and anecdote. After 
indicating the various types maps, the 
author shows how find places the use 
guides, latitude and longitude; how under- 
stand the great circle; and how interpret 
direction and distance. The different “pro- 
jections” are analyzed and the good points 
and bad points are discussed. 


Everybody Has House. Mary McBurney 
Queen. Illustrated Jeanne Bendick. 
William Scott, Inc., $1.00. 

picture book for the pre-school child 
three and four. Here simple, repetitive 
style are presented gay dogs, cows, rabbits, 
and squirrels, each with his house. The story 


The Golden Almanac. Dorothy Ben- 
nett. Illustrated Masha. Simon and 
Schuster, $1.00. 

Witchcraft and wisdom, music and magic, 
stories and stars for each 
through the year, fill this almanac over- 
flowing with fun and information. are 
games, songs, and puzzles, and plans for 
parties that provide almost inexhaustible 
supply ideas for any and all occasions. 


Fighting Americans Today. Don Cook. 
with photographs. Dut- 
ton and Co., Inc., $2.50. 

Anecdotes the lives Douglas Mac- 
Arthur, Ike Eisenhower, and Jimmie Doo- 
little, mention only few, are vigorously 
presented clear, forceful, journalistic style 
that will appeal the junior high school 
reader. Photographs appear supplement. 


Brazil: Land Surprises. Ralph Haefner. 
Illustrated Martha Miller. Lyons 
and Carnahan, $1.20. 
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Social geographic reader dividing Brazil 
into four main historic and economic areas. 
The narrative introduces the area historically, 
weaving the social life and customs and 
its present economic importance. Chiefly 
black and white, some water color illustra- 
tions. The many maps and excellent index are 
particular value. Fourth sixth grade 
level. This book bridges the gap between the 
Pictured Geography Series (Whitman), and 
the Good Neighbor (Row, Peterson). 


Neighbors the Hill. Marjorie Flack 
and Mabel O’Donnell. 
Florence and Margaret Hoopes. (The Alice 
and Jerry Books.) Row, Peterson, $0.88. 
Early spring late fall activities the 

lives two farm children, Dick, eight, and 

Nancy, six. The children, anxious buy 

radio, assisted with all the chores from maple 

sugar time harvesting, increasing the 
same time their knowledge the ways 
nature. Making friends with woodchuck, 

toad, birds, bats, rabbits, and squirrels was 

part the fun living. Modern, 

ing, and informative. 

Chirp: Little Clown Big Circus. 
Ruth Wittner. Illustrated Ottilie Foy. 
American Book Company, $0.64. 


very small clown has fun around the 
big circus tent. Chirp plays with bear cubs, 
seal, balloon and monkey, waiting im- 
patiently for the next four days pass when 
will five years old and the proud 
possessor pony. Black and white illustra- 
tions profusely set off with red make this first 
grade circus reader cheerful. 
do” and word list included. 

Separate Star. Loula Grace Erdman. Long- 
mans, Green, $2.25. 

Anyone who has lived little town will 
know what true picture this is, with the 
enmities, narrowness, and lack the very 
necessities life. Gail Warren takes posi- 
tion small town prove her teaching 
ability. her aunt, famous teacher, said, 
“Each you should your work your 


own way, according the best dictates 
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your own heart and conscience. Each his 
separate star.” 

gives excellent picture and discussion 
what teaching should mean. vocational 
story the best quality. has nice humor, 
and slight romance which will please the 


Farther North. Kathrene Pinkerton. 
Illustrated Hervé Stein. Harcourt, 
$2.00. 

This third story the author’s about 
family the Canadian North better than 
the earlier books, being more credible plot. 
concerns canoe trip four young people 
into the uninhabited wilderness, with ex- 
perienced trapper friend guide. The guide 
badly hurt and the difficulties the re- 
turn trip added the burden carrying and 
tending the injured man. All but one the 
young people rise the situation, which 
eventually becomes desperate. The resourceful- 
ness, courage, and perseverance which are 
shown up, add value this fairly ordinary 
adventure story, does also the genuine feel- 
ing underlying for the lake and forest land 


Young Men and Machines. Raymond 
Yates. Career guidance for the machine 
tool and mass production industries. 
trated with photographs and diagrams. 
Dodd, Mead. $2.00. 


Here straightforward non-fiction de- 
scribing machines and tools, and the require- 
ments the operators and designers. There 
are chapters estimating and inspectors, and 
suggestions about apprenticeship and applying 
for the job. The book closes with look 
the part machines will play the life the 
future. There three-page appendix listing 
the various machine operators used the 
motor industry and the trades. From his ex- 
perience editor various scientific maga- 
zines the author well-qualified write this 


girls. 
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book which will welcomed in’ technical 
schools and departments. 


Gay Legends the Saints. Frances Mar- 
garet Fox. Jill Elgin. Sheed 
and Ward, $1.50. 


The legends Saint Gudwall, patron saint 
the fishes, lovely Saint Rose Lima, 
Saint Launomar’s cow that played follow- 
the-leader, Saint Cuthbert and the Otters, 
and Saint Nicholas are among the light- 
hearted tales this collection for young 


children. 


Rebel Siege. James Kjelgaard. 
trated Charles Wilson. 
$2.00. 


excellent Revolutionary War story, the 
setting being the Carolinas 1780. The hero 
the motherless fourteen-year-old son 
famous gunsmith. fine father-and-son re- 
lationship complicated conflicting loyal- 
ties, typical the times, the father unwilling 
give his British allegiance, the boy pas- 
sionately sympathizing with the rebels. the 
climactic battle King’s Mountain, however, 
father and son both fight freedom’s cause. 
Rigors pioneer life and fighting the 
mountain country are realistically described, 
while the significance the war issues 
made unmistakable the reader, through the 
experience and growing awareness the hero. 


The Junior Literary Guild selections for 
October are for boys and girls and 
years age, Katy No-Pocket, Emmy 
Payne, Houghton Mifflin, $2.00; for boys and 
girls 10, and years age, Decky’s 
Secret, Anne Molloy, Houghton 
$2.00; for older girls, 12-16 years age, 
New Worlds for Jose, Kathryn Worth, 
Doubleday, Doran, $2.00; and for older boys, 
12-16 years age, Raymond Ditmars: His 
Exciting Career with Reptiles, Animals, and 
Insects, Wood, Julian Messner, $2.50. 
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RIDING THE CREST SUCCESS 


USING WORDS 


Lillian Billington 


Enriched Spelling Program for Grades through VIII 


This series assures the mastery basic list 3705 words and 
about 500 derivatives. The pupil develops the power spell and 
use words—plus the ability find the spelling, pronunciation, 
and meaning any word needs use. 

The stories, “Fun with Words” exercises, and word games make 
this essential subject fascinating children. 


Hardbound and Workbook Editions 


Preparation 
USING WORDS, Enriched Spelling Program for Grade 
Lillian Billington and Ellen Walpole 


New York 
Chicago 


San Francisco 


Two Indispensable Books 
for desk and classroom use 
CONVENTION 
HOTEL 


RATES 


Note: Members the Council who 


COLLEGIATE 
Ed. 


The best handy-sized diction- 

ary because contains all the 
words most commonly used 
speaking, reading, and writing. 
110,000 entries; 1,300 pages; 1,800 
illustrations. $3.50-$8.75. 


WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY SYNONYMS 


new book, new plan, de- 
signed help the student use 

the right word the right 

place. Contains antonyms, 

and analogous and contrast- 
words. 908 pages; alpha- 
betical arrangement. 
Thumb indexed, $4.00; 
without index, $3.50. 


plan attend the Columbus meeting 


should make hotel reservations once. 


Minimum rates the Deshler-Wallick 


Hotel, convention headquarters, are $3.30 


single, $5.50, double. Rates other 


Both books have been prepared 

the same editorial staff that made WEB- 
STER'S NEW INTERNATIONAL DIC- 
TIONARY, Second Edition, Supreme 
Authority” for classroom and library use. 
Write for descriptive circulars. 


MERRIAM CO., Springfield, Mass. 


hotels will supplied the Columbus 


Convention Bureau, Columbus 15, Ohio. 
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Wider 


THE USSR 


ANNA LOUISE STRONG 


vivid introduction the citizens the Soviet Republics—the people who 
live the biggest country the Soviet people are introduced through 
their history, geography, races, and occupations, this outstanding authority 
the USSR. There other book like this school libraries today. 100 pho- 
tographs illustrate this fascinating and informative book. and up) $2.50 


da 


GIANT 
BRAZIL 
ALICE ROGERS HAGER 
Photographs Jackie Martin 


Our great South American neighbor presented here new kind photo- 
tographic picture book. past and present, its products and its artistic 
achievements, its people and their customs, everything here give well- 
rounded picture the country. The concise text was prepared after much research 
and many visits Brazil. and up) $2.00 


Pioneer children 


LITTLE JONATHAN 


MIRIAM MASON 
Illus. 
Doris and George Hauman 
How the littlest member 
pioneer family proved his 
worth. delightful book made 
for beginning readers. 

(Ages 6-8) $1.50 


MELONS 


CAROL BRINK 
Illus. Marguerite Davis 


Aleut boy 
THE SEA CATS 


ALICE DESMOND 
Illus. Wilfrid Bronson 


Ivan learns all about sealing 
the Pribilofs and gets know 
white American boy for the 
first time his life. 

8-12) $2.00 


young rancher 


LITTLE CHAMPION 


IDA BERRY RIGGS 
Illus. Decie Merwin 


Barbie had grown horseback, and More stories about Caddie Woodlawn 
when she saw Panchito she knew was and her family, who lived Wisconsin 
just the colt she wanted for her own cow 1860, and knew all the hardships and 
horse. 8-12) $2.00 fun frontier living. (Ages 8-12) $2.00 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY, NEW YORK N.Y. 


é 
} 
a 


Index 
Professional Literature 


Reading comprehensive bibliography 
(more than 7,000 titles) re- 
and Related 


search documents reading 
Topics and closely related areas. 
introductory discussion the 
Emmett Betts growth and extent profes- 


Research Professor Elementary sional documents reading. 
Education 


Director the Reading Clinic 


For college students, reading 
specialists, school administra- 
State College, Pennsylvania tors, and research workers. 


Thelma Marshall Betts 128 pages $1.50 


American Book Company 


RECOMMENDED 


the American Library Association 


Columbia Broadcasting System’s 
new pronunciation handbook, World 
Words, “all but indispensable for 


study pronunciation.” 


Junior Dictionary—Grades 4-8 
Senior Dictionary—Grades 7-12 


Scott, Foresman and Company 


Chicago Atlanta Dallas New York 
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PROVIDE SYSTEMATIC KNOWLEDGE THE 
ELEMENTARY-SCHOOL LEVEL 


Grade STRAIGHT UP. Grade AIRPLANES WORK. 
Henry Lent. The story the heli- Gertrude Whipple. Narratives about 
the wartime and peacetime uses planes. 


** 
Grade STRAIGHT DOWN. 


Henry Lent. The story blimps 


Grade PLANES FOR BOB AND interesting biographies.** 
ANDY. Grade AVIATION SCIENCE FOR 
Miriam Huber, Frank Salisbury, and AND GIRLS. 
between the two World 


the science flight.** 


Grade THE MEN WHO GAVE 


Published Forthcoming soon 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 
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Carefully 
SMALL ANIMALS 


Picture Book Age 
HAD PENNY Written and Illustrated 
Audrey Chalmers. nice little girl takes 
gay walk the store and back spend the 
penny. $1.00 


THE Written and Illustrated 
Marie Hall Ets. fantastic parade 
lovable animals that small boy meets 
his walk the forest. $1.00 


ANGELO THE NAUGHTY ONE-By 
Helen Garrett. Leo Politi. 
merry little Mexican hated baths, ran away 
and almost missed his wedding. $2.00 


Stories 
THE ROOSTER CLUB Written and 
trated Valenti Angelo. Boys small 
country town California—hiking, camp- 
ing, sailing, working the bean fields—good 
scouts. $2.00 


FAR FROM MARLBOROUGH STREET 
—By Elizabeth Philbrook. Mar- 
jorie Torrey. Exciting stage-coach adventures 
little girl who uses her head while alone 
important mission. $2.00 


Esther Waite. imaginative little girl 
Kentucky farm fifty years ago. $2.00 


About Children, But Not For Them 


“BEQUEST WINGS” Annis Duff. 
More than the story the joys*one family 
derived from its books—a wise and witty dis- 
sertation bringing children. $2.00 


Christmas Gift Books 
THE ANIMALS’ Compiled 
Anne Eaton. Valents An- 
gelo. Beautiful Christmas stories and poems 
about the animals. Over seventy illustrations 
two colors. Any age. $2.00 


THE CHRISTMAS ANNA 
Ruth Sawyer. Illustrated Kate Seredy. 
How the Anna Angel baked the Christmas 
cakes Hungarian farm kitchen—or did 
Anna’s mother have something with 
them? 11. $2.00 


Please 


VIKING JUNIOR 
BOOKS for 1944 


from 
RABBIT HILL, Robert Lawson 


Jr. High School, Non-Fiction 
COPPER, THE RED METAL June 
Metcalfe. with Photographs. From 
the mine the smelter, with view cop- 
particular importance wartime, and 
interesting chapter the minting 
nies. 


High School, Non-Fiction 
lyn Sherwin Bailey. Grace 
Paull. stories about silversmith- 
ing, painting, writing, glassmaking, weav- 
ing, wax figures, composing. Helpful illus- 
trations. $2.00 


STANLEY’S Written and 
trated Rafaello Busoni. What Stanley 
found Africa, and how—following his ex- 
plorations—the continent began take its 
place the world today. Many maps. $3.50 


TREKS ACROSS THE VELDT Theo- 
dore Waldeck. Ivan San- 
derson. Color, light, and high adventure 
Mr. latest safari through Africa 
bring back wild animals 


School Stories 
Dean. Illustrated Wesley Dennis. 
story cowboys and horses, riding the range 
and rounding cattle thieves who operate 
trucks. $2.00 


MYSTERY SCHOONER Terence Rob- 
erts. Illustrated Sanderson. Chased 
representatives three nations from Su- 
matra Africa, the crew five, from ten 
years age sixteen—including English, 
American, Dutch, Chinese, and Malayan—do 
good and credible job. $2.00 


For Any Age 
RABBIT HILL— Written and Illustrated 
Robert Lawson. Little animals hope the new- 
comers the Big House the Hill will 
“Planting Folks,” bringing back good times 
for all—and they are! $2.00 


Write for free illustrated catalogue all Viking Junior Books 
THE VIKING PRESS, East 48th Street, New York 17, 
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The New English Alexander Stoddard 
Supt. Schools, Philadelphia 


series that Dr. Matilda Bailey 
lish Teacher, 
GRAMMAR Dr. William Dodge Lewis 


Complete Elementary Program 


This series textbooks, workbooks, tests, and teachers’ 
manuals direct reply widespread demand for 
English series that really teaches grammar. Three 
the main features are: the inductive method used 
because the most successful teaching English 
and grammar; the instruction based stories with 
high child interest—they have been used class try- 
outs; the correlations with other subjects follow through 
all books the series. There abundance 
rules and provision made throughout for developing 
skills and for reviews. 


First Steps English 
Grades One Two 


English Grade 


English Two—Fourth Grade 


American 


English Three—Fifth Grade 


English Four—sixth Grade 


English Five— Seventh Grade 


English Grade Company 


| 
q 
> 
{ 
q 
| 


Geography Readers for Intermediate Grades 


Frances Carpenter 


The Pacific Its Lands and Peoples 


This timely and interesting book tells about the peoples the Pacific— 
their ways living, clothes, houses, etc. contains 


large number unusually good maps. 


Our South American Neighbors 


This book provides both the geography and history all the countries 
Central and South America. Illustrated with maps and 


pictures, also provides statistical data. 


American Book Company 


Parade 


for your boys and girls 


School opens, boys and girls return, 
eager find old friends and new 
experiences. many classrooms 
STORY PARADE now one 
the well loved experiences. Teach- 
ers say— 


“How disappointed pupils would our reading table was minus 
copies Story Parade!” 


feel your magazine valuable that have bound.” 

circulate the back numbers, the demand for them constant.” 

“It the best magazine have found for boys upper grades.” 

School Supplement for teachers included each month all magazines 


going schools. you are teacher grades and not know the 
send for sample copy. 


STORY PARADE INC. 


Avenue New York 11, New York 


i 


THE SERIES THAT 
OFFERS unified teaching program with plan 
for Grades Three through Flexible 
organization, rich content, and lively style, combined with 
full and practical activities program, have 
earned English Action its outstanding success all over the 
country. Complete with Practice Books, Answer Books, 


and Manuals. 


Bardwell, Falk, Tressler, and Shelmadine’s 


ENGLISH ACTION 
Six-Book Edition (1944 Revision) 


HEATH AND COMPANY 


BOSTON NEW YORK CHICAGO ATLANTA 
SAN FRANCISCO DALLAS LONDON 


Why you should see and 
the new 


JOHNSON McGREGOR GUNN 


English 


Junior Series 


Grade Every Day 
Grade and Your English 
Grade for Your World 


This real junior-high-school series. 


helps students turn their natural impulses 


useful purposes. 


Its content closely tied world and the 
interests boys and girls. 


provides thorough grounding English gram- 
mar and language forms. 


aids developing personality. 


broadly conceived contribution the lan- 
guage arts. 


has high-grade testing program. 


GINN and COMPANY 


| 
| 


